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Week Ending Friday, September 7, 1984 


Labor Day, 1984 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
September 1, 1984 





My fellow Americans: 

This weekend marks the 90th observance 
of Labor Day, a well-deserved tribute to the 
working men and women whose dreams 
and hard work helped build America into 
the greatest nation in the world. We know 
that what is good for the American worker 
is good for America. And as we prepare for 
a new season of work, I believe there’s good 
reason for giving a hopeful thumbs up. 

The outlook on Labor Day weekend 1984 
is for a continuation of strong, steady eco- 
nomic growth, more jobs, and low inflation. 
We still have great challenges to meet, 
which I'll speak about in a moment. But we 
should also recognize the progress we've 
made together. It’s an impo1‘ant source of 
confidence and inspiration for our future. 

In the last 19 months, the jobless rate has 
fallen farther and faster then any recovery 
in the last 30 years. We’ve seen the creation 
of 6% million new jobs. The United States 
has created, on average, more jobs each 
month than al! the Common Market coun- 
tries combined in the last 10 years. The 
Europeans are calling our success the 
American miracle. 

A case in point is the automobile indus- 
try. Unemployment peaked at 28 percent 
in 1980. By this July, auto industry unem- 
ployment was down to 6.1 percent, and 
there were 153,000 more people at work in 
auto industry jobs than 4 years ago. 

A key reason the job growth has been so 
strong is our success in keeping inflation 
down. We haven’t seen unemployment and 
inflation drop during any term since the 
Kennedy administration. And we’re deter- 
mined to bring inflation further down, just 
as we're determined to simplify our tax 
system so we can bring your tax rates fur- 
ther down, not up, as my opponent would 


do, harming the growth and progress we’ve 
made. 

With inflation and tax rates down, the 
American miracle can continue: interest 
rates can come down further; peoples’ earn- 
ings can continue to buy more; investment 
and productivity can keep on growing; new 
businesses can develop new products and 
markets; more jobs can be created; and all 
Americans can share in a dynamic, exciting 
future. 

Our future can be one of boundless op- 
portunity if we challenge the limits of 
growth through reforms like tax simplifica- 
tion and fight inflation by passing two long- 
overdue reforms—the balanced budget 
spending limitation amendment and the 
line-item veto. 

We must also meet the challenge of push- 
ing back our newest frontiers of science, 
high technology, and space. It’s been esti- 
mated that high technology industries 
create jobs eight times as fast as low tech- 
nology industries. Just as important, the 
knowledge we gain from the technological 
revolution enables our older industries to 
modernize their plants and equipment, in- 
crease their ability to compete in the world, 
and maintain and expand their work force. 

Our citizens need training to step into 
these jobs, and that’s why we initiated the 
Job Training Partnership Act. That act will 
train more than 1 million people a year to 
become productive, self-supporting citizens 
in the private economy. 

One sure way to spur jobs through new 
technology is by promoting more research. 
On Thursday morning, I visited the employ- 
ees of Goddard Space Flight Center and 
assured them our administration will con- 
tinue its strong support for research and 
development, particularly in our universi- 
ties. Between 1981 and ’85, Federal invest- 
ment in basic research will have increased 
by almost 30 percent in real terms. The 
importance of research work in universities 
reminds us that we must go forward with 
our agenda for excellence in education so 
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today’s students at the elementary and sec- 
ondary school level can go on to college and 
acquire the knowledge to work in our rap- 
idly changing world. 

At the same time, we must stimulate eco- 
nomic development in inner city areas that 
have not benefited from technological inno- 
vation or the economic expansion. We've 
proposed enterprise zones, offering strong 
incentives for people to start up new busi- 
nesses in up to 75 areas of high unemploy- 
ment, and a youth employment opportunity 
wage to open up job opportunities and 
reduce the high levels of teenage unem- 
ployment, especially among black youth. 

Both enterprise zones and the youth em- 
ployment opportunity wage would reduce 
dependency—providing new hope for mil- 
lions—and they’re supported by a broad co- 
alition of minorities. But both have been 
blocked by the Democratic House leader- 
ship, the very people who profess compas- 
sion. Americans aspiring to lift themselves 
up should never be held down by partisan 
politics. We will keep our economy strong, 
and we will not rest until it can bring a job 
to the home of every American. 

Until next week, thanks for listening. God 
bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 


Space Shuttle Discovery 





Remarks in a Telephone Conversation With 
the Astronauts on Board the Shuttle. 
September 1, 1984 





The President. Well, hello to Hank, and 
both Mikes, and Steve, and Judy, and Char- 
lie. Sounds like a little community or town 
you've got going up there. 

Listen, we’re following your exploits, and 
you're doing a great job. How’s it going? 
Any surprises so far? 

Astronaut. Mr. President, it’s going real 
great. It’s very nice of you to call us. We 
think we've got a good boat here, a tremen- 
dous addition to our national transportation 
fleet. 

The President. Well, any surprises so far? 
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Astronaut. Well, I guess for the five rook- 
ies here, it’s a big surprise for them. This is 
just a really tremendous ride. You ought to 
try it some time. 

The President. [Laughing] Well, 
don’t mind if I think that over? 

Listen, I want you to know that the men 
and women in the Navy and at Hughes Air- 
craft were thrilled by your perfect deploy- 
ment of SYNCOM. That communications 
satellite is going to help all of us in this 
country, and believe me, we're grateful for 
your great part in getting it up there and 
getting it launched. And now, as of this 
morning, just a little while ago, you’re three 
for three with the launch of the AT&T 
communications satellite. 

Astronaut. Well, thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. As a member of the Air Force, we’re 
glad to help out the Navy any way we can. 

The President. [Laughing] All right. 

Listen, you know, I know the previous 
astronauts have now and then been able to 
pinpoint various things down here that they 
can see from the vantage point of space. 
And how do we look from up there? Have 
you seen anything unusual or things that 
you're going to be reporting on? 

Astronaut. Well, Mr. President, I guess 
the biggest thing to us is that the world is 
covered with an awful lot of water, which is 
important to those of us in the Navy, 
anyway. 

The President. Yes. [Laughing] Of course, 
it has been a season in which some of the 
Earth that shouldn’t be covered with water 
has been covered with water, too. 

Listen, your work up there is helping to 
make it easier for the people of the Earth 
to communicate with each other, so on top 
of being spacemen and a spacewoman, 
you’re doing some very good work for your 
fellow citizens of Earth. And we’re very 
thankful, and we’re also very proud. 

May I ask, is Dr. Judy Resnick near by? 

Astronaut Resnick. Yes, sir, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

The President. Well, Judy, how is it—your 
first flightP How is it going? Is it all that you 
hoped it would be? 

Astronaut Resnick. It certainly is, and I 
couldn’t have picked a better crew to be 
flying with, even if they are all Air Force 
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and Navy and Army guys fighting about 
who’s best. 

The President. Well—{laughing|—as for 
that, what does an electrical engineer do in 
space? 

Astronaut Resnick. Whatever they tell 
me to. 

The President. [Laughing] Well, listen, I 
also want to wish a happy 36th birthday to 
Charlie Walker. Now, I know the birthday 
isn’t until Wednesday, but I have the feel- 
ing that you'll all be so busy, and he'll be 
busy, as you'll all be finding a parking place 
at Edwards, so I just thought I’d send the 
greetings now. 

Astronaut Walker. Thank you 
much, Mr. President. 

The President. Well, happy day. 

Listen, what you’re doing is so exciting 
that—you mentioned about myself being up 
there. As I say, I'll have to think about that 
for a while and then see whether I can 
appoint myself as passenger. But our 
thoughts and our prayers are with you, be- 
lieve me, and I say that for myself and 
Nancy and, I know, for all America. 

But there is one thing: I’m hesitant about 
making any suggestions to all of you up 
there who know so well what you are 
doing, but if you will remember to just now 
and then build some “down” time so you 
can just sit back and watch the world go by. 
You know, there was a wonderful flier 
once—his name was McGee—he wrote a 
poem about the freedom that he felt flying 
above the Earth. And he’d fly with as much 
altitude as he could get, and as he put it, 
“lose the bonds of gravity and hurtle 
through the clouds,” and as he put it in one 
line of his poem, “touch the face of God.” 

I hope that with all that you’re doing up 
there, I hope that you will have time for a 
moment like that. We’re all very proud of 
you. God bless you all. 

Astronaut. Thank you, Mr. President. As 
you're well aware, we’re only part of a very 
large team that makes this happen, and 
we'd like to accept your kind words on 
behalf of everybody that helped get the 
Discovery airborne and helped us do this 
mission. 

The President. Vll go along with that. 
And now, I'll say goodbye and let you con- 
tinue with what you’re doing. And we'll all 
be watching you on TV. Goodbye. 


very 


Astronaut. Goodbye, sir. Thank you very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke to the astronauts 
at 12:15 p.m. from the Oval Office at the 
White House. Discovery’s maiden voyage 
was crewed by Henry W. Hartsfield, Jr., Mi- 
chael L. Coats, Charles D. Walker, Steven 
A. Hawley, Judith A. Resnick, and Richard 
M. Mullane. 


President’s Committee on Mental 
Retardation 





Appointment of James Bopp, Jr., as a 
Member. September 1, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint James Bopp, Jr., to be a 
member of the President’s Committee on 
Mental Retardation for a term expiring May 
11, 1987. He will succeed Vicki Marie Click. 

Mr. Bopp is an attorney with the firm of 
Brames, Bopp & Haynes in Terre Haute, 
IN. He served as special deputy prosecutor 
for the Marion County Prosecutor’s Office 
in 1977-1979; instructor of commercial law 
at Indiana University School of Business in 
1977-1978; and deputy attorney general for 
the State of Indiana in 1973-1975. 

He graduated from Indiana University 
(B.A., 1970) and the University of Florida 
College of Law in 1973. He is married and 
resides in Terre Haute, IN. He was born 
February 8, 1948, in Terre Haute. 


Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations 





Appointment of Three Members and 
Designation of Vice Chairman. 
September 1, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations for terms of 2 
years: 
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John Henry Sununu, Governor of the State of 
New Hampshire, will succeed Lamar Alexan- 
der; 


William H. Hudnut III, mayor of Indianapolis, 
IN, will succeed Margaret Hance; 


Robert Martinez, mayor of Tampa, FL, will suc- 
ceed James Inhofe; and 


Miles Yeoman Ferry, president of the senate, 


Salt Lake City, UT, will succeed Ross O. 
Doyen. 


The President also intends to designate 
John Henry Sununu as Vice Chairman. 


Department of Defense 





Appointment of Three Members of the 
Retirement Board of Actuaries. 
September 1, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the Department of Defense 
Retirement Board of Actuaries. These are 
new positions. 


Thomas P. Bowles, Jr., to serve for a term of 5 
years. He is a principal and advisory director of 
Tillinghast, Nelson & Warren, Inc., in Atlanta, 
GA. He is a fellow and past president of the 
Society of Actuaries. He is married, has three 
children, and resides in Atlanta, GA. He was 
born October 12, 1916, in Birmingham, AL. 


John H. Grady, to serve for a term of 15 years. 
He is a partner of the Actuarial, Benefits and 
Compensation Consulting Division of Coopers 
& Lybrand in New York City. He is a fellow of 
the Society of Actuaries. He is married, has two 
children, and resides in New Canaan, CT. He 
was born December 26, 1946, in Waco, TX. 


A. Haeworth Robertson, to serve for a term of 
10 years. He is managing director of William 
M. Mercer-Meidinger, Inc., an international 
firm of employee benefit and compensation 
consultants, in Washington, DC. He is a fellow 
of the Society of Actuaries. He has three chil- 
dren and resides in Washington, DC. He was 
born May 10, 1930, in Oklahoma City, OK. 
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Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation 





Appointment of John F.W. Rogers as a 
Member. September 1, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint John F.W. Rogers to be a 
member of the Advisory Council on Histor- 
ic Preservation. He will succeed Gerald P. 
Carmen. 

Mr. Rogers is currently Assistant to the 
President for Management and Administra- 
tion and Director of the Office of Adminis- 
tration. He joined the White House staff in 
January 1981 and has responsibility for the 
administrative operations of the White 
House and the Executive Office of the 
President. 

Before joining the White House staff, Mr. 
Rogers was special assistant for administra- 
tion at the American Enterprise Institute of 
Public Policy Research (AEI) and prior to 
that worked at the U.S. Senate and the 
White House during the Ford administra- 
tion. 

Mr. Rogers is a graduate of the George 
Washington University and recipient of the 
Trautman Scholarship. He represents the 
President on the Board of Trustees of the 
U.S. Capitol Historic Society and is a 
member of the Board of the National Build- 
ing Museum. He was born in Seneca Falls, 
NY, on April 15, 1956. 


1984 Election Campaign 





Question-and-Answer Session With 
Reporters Prior to Departure for a Trip to 
California, Utah, and Illinois. 

September 2, 1984 





Q. The polls show that you don’t have a 
chance of losing. Can you lose it? 

The President. The only poll I’m going to 
believe in is the one they take on Novem- 
ber 6th. 

Q. What about this religious issue that’s 
come up? Are you all overplaying it? 

The President. No, but I think some 
people in your profession here are. 
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Q. Jesse Jackson said this morning that 
this attempt to exploit religion is going to 
blow up in your face. 

The President. Well, he'll have to speak 
for himself. What I was commenting on was 
the great movement that has been going 
on, more and more, to attack religion by 
some who pretend that they’re acting 
within the Constitution—those people who 
would deny such things as chaplains in the 
military, and “In God We Trust” on our 
coins, and so forth. That’s what I was com- 
menting about. I’m not seeking to install a 
state religion in any way. 

Q. Do you feel good about the campaign 
as you start this trip? 

The President. Yes. 1 always enjoy cam- 
paigning. 

Q. Are you going for a 50-State sweep? 

The President. I'm going to run | point 
behind. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 


Note: The question-and-answer session 
began at approximately 2:43 p.m. on the 
South Lawn of the White House. Upon his 
arrival in California, the President went to 
the Irvine Marriott Hotel where he re- 
mained overnight. 


Labor Day, 1984 





Message of the President. 
September 3, 1984 





Today, we pay tribute to America’s work- 
ing men and women, and I join with all 
Americans in celebrating the dignity and 
productivity of our working people. Labor 
Day brings a fitting opportunity to salute 
those who built our great nation and whose 
spirit, hard work and courage are now 
building a new era of lasting economic ex- 
pansion filled with greater opportunities for 
all our people. 

America is on the move again. We’re wit- 
nessing the fastest rate of job creation in 
the world—7 million jobs in the last year 
and a half—and today, more Americans are 
working than ever before. The erosive 
effect of inflation on workers’ paychecks has 


ended, and the increase in after-tax person- 
al income is the largest in our history. 

A rising economy and greater opportuni- 
ty give us confidence, but our work is far 
from finished. Too many of our fellow 
Americans are still out of work or down on 
their luck. We must not and will not rest 
until everyone who wants a job has found 
one, until all Americans can reach as high 
as their vision and talents take them. We 
must and we will make certain that the 
American dream remains a springtime of 
hope for all our people. Meaningful work, 
not welfare, is every American’s hope, and 
we have a continuing responsibility to make 
those hopes a lasting reality. 

Labor Day, 1984, also finds American 
workers facing many new and different 
challenges and opportunities. The nature of 
our labor is changing rapidly. Occupations 
unheard of just ten years ago are opening 
up opportunities. America’s future growth 
and prosperity depend on how well we take 
advantage of these opportunities. 

We must also compete effectively in for- 
eign markets. Exports account for 25 per- 
cent of the total value of all goods produced 
in our country. Exports mean jobs for our 
people and growth for our economy. We’re 
committed to keeping markets open to free 
trade, and to make them grow. 

As America’s workers enjoy this holiday, 
let us all be thankful for the prosperity we 
have achieved and let us work together to 
meet the challenges ahead and turn them 
into opportunities for all Americans. 


Ronald Reagan 


Fountain Valley, California 





Remarks at the Reagan-Bush 84 Campaign 
Kickoff Rally. September 3, 1984 





Thank you. Thank you very much. Gover- 
nor Deukmejian, Senator Wilson, the distin- 
guished Members of the Congress, and one 
who, if you do what’s right, and I know you 
will, is going to again be a Member of the 
Congress, Bob Dornan, and, believe me, I 
say with pleasure—fellow Californians: 
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I knew I was at a Republican rally before 
I came up here when I heard the voice of 
Johnny Grant. I think he’s pretty traditional 
with all of us. 

All these people here on the dais who are 
helping so hard, and all of you, you'll for- 
give me a little home State pride, but I 
can’t help but thank you for giving me an 
opportunity to get away from those puzzle 
palaces on the Potomac—{laughter]|—to 
return home and kick off our campaign. 

I have just been given the latest figures. 
There are 50,000 of you here in this gather- 
ing, and there are 15,000 of you—I hope 
who can still hear at least—but who could 
not get in, and we’re grateful to all of you 
for your coming out here, too. 

Being here among friends, seeing familiar 
faces, getting just a hint of that breeze from 
the Pacific Ocean renews our strength and 
purpose as we start our march to victory 
this November. And let me add, when 
people need a little sunshine in their lives 
and a feel for the optimism that fills the 
soul of this beautiful country, then I can 
assure them they'll find it in Orange 
County. 

I told you how many individuals there 
are, but there’s an Orange County, Califor- 
nia, to an Orange County in Vermont, to 
Orange County, Florida, to Orange Coun- 
try, Indiana, to Orange County, Texas. My 
friends, we’re going to use this national 
campaign to build a fire of hope that links 
all America together. 

In 1980—in 1980 we said, “the time is 
now” to build a new beginning for this be- 
loved nation of ours. And in 1984, we’re 
saying that the great crusade we began 
really never ended; we are just beginning. 

We don’t seek a victory for any partisan 
purpose. Today, we set out to achieve a 
victory for the future over the past, for op- 
portunity over retreat, for hope over de- 
spair, and to move up to all that is possible 
and not down to that which we fear. 

Eleven days ago in Dallas, we said what is 
still true today. This election campaign is 
about the clear choices that will be before 
the American people. The choice goes to 
the very heart of our purpose. It’s about the 
vision we see for America, the kind of 
world we'll leave for our children. 

We said that we would welcome to our 
side Democrats who believed in our cause. 
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And I’m very pleased to have learned since 
I’ve been here and to report that right here 
in Orange County five locally elected offi- 
cials have changed parties. And this morn- 
ing I met one of your supervisors who said 
that he did so as a result of our invitation in 
the acceptance speech there in Dallas. 

Well, this year we present to the people 
of America a sparkling vision of tomorrow, 
a belief that greatness lies ahead, only wait- 
ing for us to reach out for it. We present to 
the people four great goals to build our to- 
morrow. We present a chance, this time a 
real chance, finally to maintain sustained 
economic growth without inflation. We 
offer a challenge to ensure that the United 
States of America remains today and for- 
ever prepared for peace. We put forward a 
philosophy that proudly proclaims the rich 
traditional values that fill our lives and have 
permitted our nation to endure. And we 
will continue to insist that there is no such 
thing as a life without uncharted frontiers, 
and that is our mission—to seek them, not 
cringe from them. 

Now, we’ve heard what others have of- 
fered to American people today, in this 
year. They have said that America is noth- 
ing if it isn’t promises. Well, America isn’t 
about promises; it never has been. America 
is about promise. It’s about possibility. We 
grew and prospered. We protected our lib- 
erties and those of others. We built energet- 
ic cities and fed the world. And we did all 
these things not because of promises, but 
because we Americans decided that we 
must see things brightly through the ex- 
panding visions of opportunity and vision, 
and not darkly through the prism of the 
past. 

For too many years, we lived with the 
idea that there had to be inflation, that we 
must be satisfied with higher taxes, that 
high interest rates just might be acceptable, 
and that government just had to keep grow- 
ing. 

Well, we challenged all those assump- 
tions, because they were false. Together, we 
began the task of controlling the size and 
activities of the government by reducing 
the growth of its spending, while passing a 
tax program to provide incentives to in- 
crease productivity for both workers and 
industry. 
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Today, of all the major industrial nations 
of the world, America has the strongest eco- 
nomic growth, one of the lowest inflation 
rates—only one-third of what it was 4 years 
ago—the fastest rate of job creation—6% 
million jobs in the last 19 months; a record 
600,000 business incorporations in 1983— 
and the largest increase in real, after-tax 
personal income since 1973. We’re enjoying 
the fastest rate of business investment in 40 
years, and America has renewed its leader- 
ship in developing the vast new opportuni- 
ties in science and high technology. 

The American people deserve all the 
credit for the way they pulled us from the 
depths of the economic mess that we were 
left with. And frankly, I think they have 
trouble understanding why some people 
persist in distorting the facts. 

Just night before last, a high-ranking offi- 
cial of the AFL-CIO was interviewed on 
national television. It’s hard for me to un- 
derstand how someone in his position could 
be as unknowing as he seemed to be about 
the national employment situation. He 
charged that our tax policy was beneficial to 
the rich only, and yet, there had been, as 
he said, little of that money invested in pro- 
duction facilities to provide new jobs, so un- 
employment was getting worse. 

Well, he might like to know that there 
are more people employed today in the 
United States than ever in our history. And 
as I just noted, more than 6 million new 
jobs have been created in less than 2 years. 
In the auto industry alone, there are nearly 
150,000 more people employed than were 
working in 1980 in that industry. As for 
business and industrial development, I just 
pointed out, it’s increased at the fastest rate 
in any recovery since World War II. 

I wonder if he knows that a short time 
ago the AFL-CIO was supportive of those. 
who wanted to cancel the third year of our 
tax cut and indexing. Now, that cancellation 
would have dumped almost three-quarters 
of the resulting tax increase, 74 percent, on 
those who are earning less than $50,000 a 
year. And then he accused me of plotting to 
destroy the unions. Well, does he know that 
I’m the only one who ever held this office 
who is a lifetime member of an AFL-CIO 
union? I 

Audience. 
Ronnie! 


[Chanting] Ronnie! Ronnie! 


The President. 1 was six times president 
of my union, and I led it in the first strike 
that it ever called. Now, with distortions 
like these, our detractors would like you to 
think that we hadn’t made any progress. 

You know, sometimes they remind me of 
a baseball story—I know that my friend, 
Gene Autry, here, probably knows this 
story. It’s about a baseball rookie and his 
kind of know-it-all manager. It was a crucial 
game in the pennant race, tied up in the 
bottom of the ninth. And this rookie was 
called on as a pinch-hitter, and he went in 
and won the ballgame with a booming 
homerun that went right over the right 
center field bleachers. And he crossed 
third—or came in around third and crossed 
homeplate with a big grin on his face, and 
the manager was waiting for him. And the 
manager ripped into him. He said, “Your 
stance was all wrong, your swing was awk- 
ward, you held your arms too high.” And 
when he paused for a breath, the kid said, 
“Yeah, but how about the distance?” 
[Laughter] 

Well—— 

Audience. [Chanting] Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. [Laughing] All right. 

Audience. Four more years! Four more 
years! Four more years! 

The President. Okay. 

Audience. Four more years! Four more 
years! Four more years! 

The President. Okay. Okay, you talked 
me into it. [Laughter] 

As you see, our job is not done, and that’s 
why we're here. But we’ve made a pretty 
good start. And now we can see a future 
where inflation doesn’t consume us, where 
people can find new and challenging jobs, 
and where they can finally have some hope 
that this economy is back on track and 
America is on top. 

Now, rebuilding the economy has also al- 
lowed us to restore our ability to keep the 
peace. The future of America relies com- 
pletely on the state of our preparedness. 
We’re not out for any territorial gain or to 
impose ourselves on anyone but, believe 
me, America must never again let its guard 
down. 

We must—we must always be strong so 
that we’re prepared for peace. Ours is the 
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most peaceful, least warlike nation in 
modern history. The reason we have a mili- 
tary is symbolized by a sign over the en- 
trance to Fairchild Air Force Base in Wash- 
ington State. It says, “Peace is our profes- 
sion. 

Now, for the sake of our children, for the 
sake of our children and the safety of our 
Earth, we’ll continue to invite all nations, 
including the Soviet Union, to join us in 
keeping the peace and in reducing and, yes, 
ridding the Earth of the awful threat of 
destructive nuclear weapons. 

Building prosperity and maintaining our 
strength also permit us to keep our strong 
values—faith, work, family, neighborhood, 
freedom, and peace. And those are not just 
words, they’re expressions of what America 
means, definitions of what makes us a good 
and loving people. 

We must do more than talk about these 
values; we must restore them and protect 
them against challenge. And we must use 
our resources in and out of government to 
allow our historic values to enrich the lives 
of all who follow us—allowing our faith to 
be heard and to be felt, infusing our schools 
with the finest of quality, giving law en- 
forcement all the tools they need to fight 
crime and drugs, and never limiting the 
opportunities for any American—all those 
belong to the future that we will build. And 
we didn’t come all this way as a nation 
without such values, and we can’t step into 
tomorrow without the continued strength 
and moral stamina they give us. 

Nothing in our future is more technically 
challenging than our exciting new frontiers. 
The space shuttle Discovery circles the 
Earth this very moment. It reminds us that 
America has always been greatest when it 
does not shrink from greatness. We must 
always follow our dreams to distant places 
and prepare to live in space for peaceful, 
economic, and scientific gain. That’s why I 
directed NASA to develop a permanently 
manned space station, and to do it within a 
decade. 

Expanding those frontiers of technology 
requires boldness of spirit and confidence 
about what lies ahead. It requires restoring 
a system of education that demands excel- 
lence, that rewards merit, and that can in- 
still in our children the highest level of in- 
tellectual achievement. And believe me, on 
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this day, in this year, you and I can say 
we're not afraid of tomorrow. 

You know, President Eisenhower once 
shared a story that tells us much about our- 
selves. A government worker had just ar- 
rived in Washington in 1953, and he was 
passing the National Archives building in a 
taxi and saw this motto carved on one of its 
pedestals: “What is Past is Prologue.” Well, 
he’d heard that Washington cabdrivers 
were noted for knowing all the Washington 
answers, so he asked the driver about that 
motto. “Oh, that,” said the driver, “well 
that’s just bureaucrat talk. What it really 
means is, “You ain’t seen nothin’ yet.” 
[Laughter] 

Well, as far as we’re concerned, that’s 
America’s message to the world. We’ve got 
everything before us. We’re going to build 
an economy that you can give to your chil- 
dren and say that it will ensure and fulfill 
the lives of our next generation. We’re 
going to go to work to break the cycles of 
dependency on government so that free 
men and women have the surging spirit of 
boundless opportunity. We’re going to build 
a peace that won’t fail if we don’t fail. And 
we're going to be unafraid of exploring all 
that’s beyond this Earth. We’re going to 
leave—and proudly leave—sturdy and inde- 
structible values so that in the 21st century 
our shield will be their shield. 

And on this day which celebrates the pro- 
ductive work of men and women every- 
where, let us pledge again to revere the 
past and to learn from it. But let us be 
determined it is the future we will cele- 
brate. That’s our message this year. We'll 
carry it across America: You ain’t seen 
nothin’ yet. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. Thank 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:19 a.m. at 
Mile Square Regional Park following re- 
marks and an introduction by Governor 
George Deukmejian. 

Earlier in the morning, the President and 
Mrs. Reagan attended a reception at the 
Irvine Marriott Hotel for California Repub- 
lican leaders and Reagan-Bush campaign 
leaders. 
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Cupertino, California 





Remarks at a Reagan-Bush Rally. 
September 3, 1984. 





The President. 
much. 

Audience. [Chanting] Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. All right. 

Well, Governor Deukmejian, Senator 
Wilson, Congressman Zschau, ladies and 
gentlemen, thank you all very much. And a 
great, big thank you to the De Anza Dons 
for allowing us to use your field. 

Well, happy Labor Day. I just want you 
to know how happy Nancy and I feel being 
with you today. You know, it started yester- 
day when I got on Air Force One. I 
couldn’t help but thinking, California, here 
I come. But I’ve come to ask a simple ques- 
tion: Will you take freedom’s next step with 
me so we can continue the new beginning 
we made 4 years ago? [Applause] 

You know, I’ve been traveling around the 
country quite a bit recently, and I’ve been 
noticing something—and please correct me 
if I’m wrong—but it does seem that Ameri- 
cans look happier than they looked 4 years 
ago when we were campaigning. You seem 
like people who even believe in your future 
again. As a matter of fact, you seem like 
you're better off than you were 4 years ago. 

Now, I know that you don’t want to hear 
about interest rates that reached their worst 
peak since the Civil War, back in 1980, and 
about double-digit inflation, or about huge, 
unfair tax increases on working families, 
growth that ground to a halt, or about the 
loss of freedom and steady decline of U.S. 
leadership abroad. So I won’t talk about 
those things. And believe me, our oppo- 
nents don’t want to talk about them either. 
But we want to talk about the present and 
the future, about what Americans are doing 
together, and what we must continue to do 
to make America great again and let the 
eagle soar. 

What we’ve done for 21 straight months, 
and what we must continue to do, is create 
powerful economic growth while keeping 
the inflation monster locked in his cage. 
And that’s how we’ve created what our Eu- 
ropean friends are calling the American 
miracle. 


Well, thank you very 


What we’ve done, and must continue to 
do, is help restore an environment in which 
traditional values can flourish—family, 


work, neighborhood, freedom, and faith in 
God 


In those values lies the heart of a good 
and decent people and the golden hopes of 
a nation as generous and peaceful as the 
world has ever known. We're seeing a re- 
birth of these values, not to return to some 
mythical past, but to build on strengths for 
a creative future as we renew the quest for 
excellence at all levels of our society. 

What we’ve done, what we must continue 
to do, is keep America prepared for peace 
with freedom and human dignity by being 
prepared to deter aggression, by bringing 
steadiness to American foreign policy, by 
being prepared to pursue all possible ave- 
nues for arms reductions, by ensuring that 
our economic strength leads the way to 
greater stability through growth and human 
progress, and by having the _ spiritual 
strength and self-confidence to reach out to 
our adversaries. 

And what we’ve done—what we’ve done 
and must continue to do is to help push 
back our newest frontiers in education, high 
technology, and space. America has always 
been greatest when she dared to be great. 
I’m convinced we will be leaders in devel- 
oping these frontiers, because the American 
people would rather reach for the stars than 
reach for excuses why we shouldn’t. 

We can forget that pack of pessimists that 
are roaming our land. If we strengthen in- 
centives, invest fully in new technologies, 
and strive for new breakthroughs in pro- 
ductivity, then we can out-produce, out- 
compete, and out-sell anybody, anytime, 
anywhere in the world. And as we use our 
knowledge to help older industries modern- 
ize and help develop new sunrise indus- 
tries, we can create a bounty of new oppor- 
tunities, jobs, and improvements in the 
quality of life surpassing anything that 
we've ever before dreamed or imagined. 

My friends, this we can do if you'll give 
us your support. The truth is we’ve already 
got a good start, so I hope I'll be forgiven 
for pointing out one difference between 
ourselves and our opponents. We believe in 
high tech, not high taxes. The Silicon 
Valley—the Silicon Valley produces some of 
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the most advanced technology in the world. 
I'm told that you actually have a computer 
that was able to add up all the promises 
that have been made by the other side. But 
when that computer tried to add up all the 
tax increases it would take to pay for them, 
it blew a fuse. 

They intend to fund their campaign 
promises by raising taxes more than $1,500, 
on the average, per household. 

Audience. Boo-o-o! 

Now, I knew that that wasn’t what you 
thought your future should be. The future 
we're building is not one of special interest 
groups, one or another, but for all the 
people. And let me offer a little proof in the 
form of a question. Which major industrial 
nation today has the strongest economic 
growth, 7.6 percent for the last quarter? 

Audience. U.S.A.! 

Inflation—inflation of only 4.1 percent? 

Audience. U.S.A:! 

Labor force participation at an all-time 
high, the fastest rate of job creation, 64% 
million more people working the last 19 
months alone? A record 600,000 business 
incorporations last year? The fastest rate of 
business investment in 40 years? Handsome 
productivity gains, the largest increase in 
real, after-tax personal income since 1973? 
And, yes, leadership in developing jobs and 
markets for the future in science and high 
technology, both on Earth and in outer 
space? 

I figure you know which nation fits all of 
those, and its initials are U.S.A. 

Audience. [Chanting] U.S.A! U.S.A! U.S.A! 

Thank you. 

The American people deserve all the 
credit for the way that you’ve pulled us 
from the depths of the economic mess that 
we were left with. I think the American 
people have trouble understanding why 
some people persist in distorting the facts. 

Just night before last, a high-ranking offi- 
cial at the AFL-CIO was interviewed on 
national television. Now, it’s hard for me to 
understand why someone in his position 
could be as unknowing as he seemed to be 
about the national employment situation. 
He charged that our tax program was bene- 
ficial to the rich only, and yet, even after 
they got all that money, there had been 
very little investment in production facili- 
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ties to provide new jobs, so, he said, unem- 
ployment was getting worse. 

Well, he might like to know that there 
are more people today than ever in our 
nation’s history who are employed. And, as 
I just noted, more than 6 million new jobs 
have been created in less than 2 years. In 
the auto industry, there are nearly 150,000 
more people employed than were working 
in that industry in 1980. As far as business 
and industrial investment, I just pointed 
out, it is at the fastest rate of any recovery 
since World War II. 

Now, I wonder if he knows that a short 
time ago, his AFL-CIO was supportive of 
those who wanted to cancel the third year 
of our tax cut and cancel indexing. That 
cancellation—— 

Audience. Boo-o-o! 

—that would have dumped about 
three-quarters, 74 percent of the tax in- 
crease, on all those earning below $50,000 a 
year. And when he accused me of plotting 
to destroy the unions, does he know that 
I’m the only fellow that ever held this job 
who is a lifetime member of an AFL-CIO 
union? I was six times president of my 
union, and I led it in the first strike that it 
ever had to call. 

Now, with distortions like these, our de- 
tractors would like to have you think we’ve 
made no progress. 

You know, they remind me of a baseball 
rookie. He had a kind of a know-it-all man- 
ager. And it was a crucial game in the pen- 
nant race and tied up in the bottom of the 
ninth. And they put him in as a pinch- 
hitter. And he boomed one way out over 
right center field and clear over the bleach- 
ers into the street. And, of course, by the 
time he rounded third and headed for the 
plate, he had a broad grin on his face. Got 
to the dugout and that manager, that know- 
it-all manager, was waiting for him. And the 
first thing he said was, “Your stance was all 
wrong.” “You were awkward up there. You 
held your arms too high.” And when he 
paused for a breath in his criticism, the kid 
says, “Yeah, but how was it for distance.” 
[Laughter] 

Today, America is moving in a new direc- 
tion. For the first time since the Presidency 
of—the administration of John Kennedy, 
the flow of earnings and power from the 
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people to the Government is not increasing, 
it’s going the other way—flowing from the 
Government back to the people. And we 
intend to keep on going in this new direc- 
tion for a brighter future. 

We want to enact—we want to enact an 
historic reform of tax simplification that 
makes the system easier to understand, fair 
to all, and that can bring everyone’s tax 
rates further down, not up. Might we con- 
sider taking our cue from our Olympic ath- 
letes? Rather than discourage risktaking and 
punish success, rather than raise taxes, let’s 
go for growth, and let’s go for the gold. 

We want to handcuff the big spenders by 
enacting a line-item veto and a constitution- 
al amendment mandating that government 
spend no more than government takes in. 
Now, you know there are some that say you 
can’t do that. Well, right here in California 
we have both of those here in our constitu- 
tion. I used that veto more than 900 times 
when I was Governor here, and our budget 
stayed balanced. And your Governor now 
stands ready and is armed with that, and 
that’s why you have surpluses and balanced 
budgets. 

Audience. [Chanting] Duke! Duke! Duke! 

We're pushing for something called en- 
terprise zones so people can get off unem- 
ployment and welfare and get the chance 
for decent jobs that they deserve. Our 
dream is to help every American climb as 
high as he or she can go. Now, isn’t that 
more compassionate than keeping people 
down in dependency for the rest of their 
lives? That enterprise zones legislation is 
bottled up by the majority leadership in the 
House. 

Audience. Boo-o-o! 

We think that it’s time for every Ameri- 
can to have the protection, also, of our anti- 
crime package; time for spouses working in 
the home to receive the same rights for 
IRAs as spouses working outside the home; 
and time for working families who pay to 
send their children to parochial and inde- 
pendent schools—and pay their full share at 
the same time of taxes to support the public 
schools—that they should receive the 
simple justice of tuition tax credits. 

Now, the trouble is our opponents treat 
each new idea the old-fashioned way—they 
spurn it, they turn it down. You know, I 
hate to say this, but the age factor may play 


a part in this election. No, not mine. It’s 
their ideas are too old. 

Now, the party—the party whose nomina- 
tion that I hold may be the minority party 
for now, but we have the majority of good 
and new ideas. We believe in opportunity, 
and opportunity for all. GOP doesn’t stand 
just for Grand Old Party, it also stands for 
great opportunity party. We believe that 
everyone deserves an even place at the 
starting line. And the more we encourage 
economic development, the more jobs that 
are created—jobs for young people just get- 
ting out of school, jobs for people denied 
opportunity in the past—the more all 
Americans can share in a dynamic, exciting 
future. 

And let me make one thing plain today: 
We will not be satisfied until all Americans 
understand that they’re welcome with us 
and belong with us. The Republican Party 
won’t be complete again until more black 
Americans feel that it is their home again. 
The Republican Party won’t be complete 
until Hispanic Americans and every individ- 
ual in this country understands that we are 
the party of opportunity, the party of 
growth, the party of the future—and that 
party is America’s party. 

We take no one for granted. We don’t 
think we “own” any group. We consider 
nobody “ours.” We do not appeal to envy, 
and we don’t seek to divide and conquer. 
What Abe Lincoln said once must be said 
again: A house divided cannot stand. 

To all those Democrats who were loyal to 
the party of F.D.R., Harry Truman, and 
J.F.K., but who see that its current leaders 
have changed it, that they no longer stand 
firmly for America’s responsibilities in the 
world, that they no longer protect the 
working people of this country, we say to 
them: Our arms are open. Join us. 

I believe in my heart that by changing 
our country these past 3% years we're 
making it a better country—a country of 
greater freedom, opportunity, confidence, 
and hope. And that’s the America I’m work- 
ing for this year. That’s the America I 
intend to work for in the next 4 years. 

Audience. [Chanting] Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

Well, my dream for America—and I know 
it’s one you share—is to be the kind of suc- 
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cess story in—that this valley has—see that 
story multiply a million times. And with you 
by our side, we'll make history again, and 
our victory will be America’s victory. 

And now, I just want to thank all of you 
for sharing this afternoon with us. God bless 
you all. Thank you. 

Audience. [Chanting] Reagan! Reagan! 
Reagan! 

And you send this Congressman Zschau 
back to Washington. We need him. 

All right. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:32 p.m. in 
the track and field area of the De Anza 
Community College following remarks and 
an introduction by Governor George Deuk- 
mejian. At the conclusion of the rally, the 
President and Mrs. Reagan left California 
and traveled to Utah. Upon their arrival in 
Salt Lake City, they went to the Little 
— ica Hotel where they remained over- 
night. , 


American Legion 





Remarks at the 66th Annual Convention in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. September 4, 1984 





Thank you very much. Thank you. It’s 
wonderful to be back with you today. All of 
you in the American Legion have served 
your country honorably in time of war, but 
you've also served her nobly in time of 
peace by making the American Legion one 
of the most important and effective civic 
organizations in our country’s history. I 
salute you today, as do all Americans. 

You know, one of the great things about 
the American Legion is the broadness of 
your agenda. While you pay special atten- 
tion to matters of military readiness and 
foreign policy, any issue of the American 
Legion magazine shows how well-informed 
all of you try to be about a broad range of 
domestic issues. And it’s on the broad range 
of issues that I want to talk with you today. 
So for a few moments, let’s talk about the 
unfinished business that awaits us as a 
nation and as a people. 

I think we can all be proud of the eco- 
nomic progress America’s made in the past 
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few years. I won’t bother to recite here all 
the statistics about how the inflation, inter- 
est rates, and unemployment have come 
down, or the many indicators that demon- 
strate America’s current economic expan- 
sion, because the real question you and I 
must now ask ourselves is how can we solid- 
ify the gains we’ve made and ensure that 
the prosperity we’re now enjoying will 
endure not just for the rest of this decade, 
but on into the next century. 

To do this, we have to make sure the 
Federal Government never goes on a 
spending spree like the one it was on when 
we came into office. Just in case you’ve— 
[applause|—well, I was going to say just in 
case you’ve forgotten, but evidently you 
haven’t forgotten—{/aughter|—Federal 
spending nearly tripled in the decade of the 
seventies. Taxes doubled in the 5 years 
before we took office. 

The liberals in Washington who were so 
sure that we could spend ourselves rich and 
drink ourselves sober were surprised to see 
the economic mess they’d created. They 
didn’t understand the real problem in 
Washington and the real reason for our 
recent economic woes was really very 
simple—in fact, if this sounds familiar, 
maybe it’s because I’ve been saying it for so 
long: Government is too big, and it spends 
too much money. 

Now, no one feared government’s tend- 
ency to spend and tax and become the op- 
pressor of the people more than those who 
built this nation. They had lived with the 
anxiety of a collapsing currency and run- 
away inflation, and that’s why the Founding 
Fathers gave us that remarkable Constitu- 
tion that placed so many checks and bal- 
ances on government. But they also wisely 
provided for an amendment process 
through which later generations could per- 
fect the constitutional system. Well, the 
performance of government in the last few 
decades shows the Constitution needs a 
little perfecting, and the people need a lot 
more protection from the fiscal transgres- 
sions of government. 

I think that all of you know that the bal- 
anced budget amendment would put sharp 
restrictions on Federal spending, that it 
would force the Federal Government to do 
what so many States and municipalities and 
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all average Americans are forced to do—to 
live within its means and stop mortgaging 
our children’s future. So today, I’m asking 
for your support and help. We need the 
balanced budget amendment. We need it 
for America’s future. Is that contrary to the 
ideas of the Founding Fathers? No, it isn’t. 
When the Constitution was adopted, 
Thomas Jefferson said there was an over- 
sight—it should have contained a clause for- 
bidding the Government from borrowing. 

Second, we need to give the office of the 
Presidency the powerful tool it needs to cut 
out the porkbarreling and special interest 
expenditures buried in those catch-all ap- 
propriation bills the liberals in the Congress 
are so fond of. Today, I’m asking for your 
support and help. We need the line-item 
veto. We need it for America’s future. Now, 
is that a wild experiment? [Applause] I 
asked, is that a wild experiment, as some 
have suggested? No. Forty-three Governors 
have that right. I had it when I was Gover- 
nor, and it works. 

Finally, our current tax system burdens 
some too heavily, while permitting others 
to avoid their fair—or to avoid paying their 
fair share. It makes honest people feel like 
cheats, and it lets cheats pose as honest citi- 
zens. It encourages the underground econo- 
my and wastes millions of manhours on 
forms and regulation. It drives money 
needed for growth and investment and jobs 
into unproductive tax shelters. It is an ob- 
stacle to entrepreneurial spirit and econom- 
ic expansion. To put it simply, our tax 
system is unfair, inequitable, counterpro- 
ductive, and all but incomprehensible. 
Even Albert Einstein had difficulty with his 
Form 1040. [Laughter] And he said, “This is 


too difficult for a mathematician. It takes a 


philosopher.” [Laughter] 

So let’s end the trauma of April 15th. 
Let’s stop the nightmare of tangled regula- 
tions and twisted requirements that every 
American faces at income tax time. Let’s 
make it possible to bring everybody’s tax 
rates further down, not up. And today, I’m 
asking for your support and help. We need 
a simplified tax code. We need it for Ameri- 
ca’s future. 

Now, as we get America on the road 
again economically, we also need to return 
her to respect for the sound values and tra- 
ditional beliefs that account for her great- 


ness. And to accomplish this, we must recti- 
fy two of the greatest wrongs of the past 
few decades. 

First, we must rid ourselves once and for 
all of the old liberal superstition that crime 
is somehow the fault of society and not the 
wrongdoer who preys on innocent people. 
Now, we've already appointed some very 
fair but tough-minded judges. And I just 
wish there was time to report to you in 
detail on the efforts of the tough new steps 
this administration has taken against drug 
trafficking and organized crime. What it all 
means is that we’re putting more career 
criminals in prison than ever before. So, it 
should be no surprise that for the first time 
in many years, the crime statistics are 
coming down and staying down, and have 
been coming down for 2 years in succes- 
sion. 

Yet, critical legislative initiatives against 
crime remain right where they’ve remained 
for the last 3 years—dead in the water in 
the House of Representatives. Our Compre- 
hensive Crime Control Act includes bills 
calling for bail reform, tougher sentencing, 
justice assistance to States and localities, im- 
provement in the insanity defense, and 
major reforms affecting drug trafficking, 
prison crowding, and forfeiture. All of these 
reforms, and others we’ve forwarded, are 
badly needed and constitutionally sound. In 
fact, our initiatives—the core crime bill— 
passed the Senate by a vote of 91 to 1. But 
in the House of Representatives, the liberal 
leadership keeps them bottled up in com- 
mittee. 

So today, I’m asking your support and 
help. We need this tough new anticrime 
legislation. We need it for America’s future. 

And when I keep saying we need your 
support and help, what I mean is that there 
are people in Washington that need to hear 
from you. You know, it is net necessary to 
make some of them see the light, as long as 
you make them feel the heat. [Laughter] 

Now, there’s another major wrong done 
to traditional American values that needs to 
be corrected. Our Forefathers were reli- 
gious people, and they were also enlight- 
ened enough to realize the follies of reli- 
gious intolerance. What they did, on one 
hand, was to erect a wall in the Constitu- 
tion separating church and state and, on the 
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other hand, they provided in the same doc- 
ument for the free exercise of religion. 
They knew that morality derives chiefly 
from religious faith and that no govern- 
ment—or that government no more should 
handle religious expression than it should 
show preference for one religious group 
over another. 

Now, I can’t think of anyone who favors 
the Government establishing a religion in 
this country. I know I don’t. But what some 
would do is to twist the concept of religion, 
freedom of religion, to mean freedom 
against religion. So let me repeat what I’ve 
always believed: Religion is one of the tradi- 
tional values which deserves to be pre- 
served and strengthened. We are and must 
remain a pluralistic society. When we speak 
of church and religion, we speak of them 
with a small “c” and a small “r,” so as to 
include within the constitutional protection 
all churches and all religions. The unique 
thing about America is that every single 
American is free to choose and practice his 
or her own religion, or to choose no religion 
at all, and that right must not and shall not 
be questioned or violated by the state. 

We must protect the rights of all our citi- 
zens to their beliefs, including the rights of 
those who choose no religion. That is why 
our administration opposes any required 
prayers in schools. At the same time, we 
call for the right of children once again to 
pray voluntarily in our public schools, and 
that stand is in the spirit of the Constitution 
as our Forefathers wrote it and as we have 
lived it for most of our history. Let us re- 
store that balance. 

So today, again, I’m asking your support 
and help. We need the prayer amendment. 
We need it for America’s future. 

But in addition to strengthening our 
economy and reasserting traditional Ameri- 
can values, our agenda for the future must 
promote economic growth by extending 
new opportunities to all our citizens. Right 
now, this administration has before the 
Congress a series of measures that would 
give us a great start in this direction. But, 
once again, these are measures that have 
been held up by the liberal leadership in 
the Congress and, once again, we’re going 
to need your help to get them moving: first, 
tuition tax credits for the parents of paro- 
chial or independent school children; 
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second, the Federal enterprise zones bill 
that will provide jobs and opportunity for 
those in our inner cities; and third, a youth 
employment opportunity wage so that 
young people, especially minority young- 
sters, can get that first job they need to 
begin their climb up the economic ladder. 

So today, I’m asking again your support 
and help. We need tuition tax credits, en- 
terprise zones, and a youth employment op- 
portunity wage. We need them for Ameri- 
ca’s future. 

And finally, let me turn to a matter I 
know is of special interest to all of you— 
America’s national security, the safety of 
her people, the right to a future of peace 
and freedom. We’ve come a long way in 
the past few years in restoring our “margin 
of safety.” I mentioned at this convention in 
1980 that we needed this. Today, every 
major commander in the field agrees that 
America’s military forces have better 
people, who are better armed, better 
equipped, better trained, with better sup- 
port behind them. 

Now, besides moving to restore the stra- 
tegic balance, we’ve added tanks, fighting 
vehicles, combat aircraft, and we’ve also 
added some 70 ships to the U.S. Navy. We 
will have 600 ships 4 years from now if the 
Congress honors our budgetary requests. In 
the past 3 years, we have added to our 
sealift capability more than in all the years 
since World War II. And our 1983-85 budg- 
ets reflect a 100-percent increase in sustain- 
ability funding, which will significantly in- 
crease staying power for ail our armed serv- 
ices. 

Now, just take Europe alone. We can now 
deliver 25 percent more tonnage there in 
case of crisis, and we’ve improved our air 
sortie rate by 60 percent. And both on land 
and in the air, we have more accurate 
weapons, newer equipment than ever 
before. Now these are the kind of things 
which will make sure we never have to 
cross the nuclear threshold. 

Yes, our defenses are being restored. And 
so, too, are our alliances. We have com- 
pletely reoriented American foreign policy, 
imbuing it with a new energy and moral 
purpose. And in the process, we have ral- 
lied our friends throughout the world. Even 
as we’ve successfully resisted Soviet expan- 
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sionism, we’ve opened a wide series of dip- 
lomatic initiatives that will eventually bear 
fruit not just in arms control treaties, but in 
arms reduction treaties. 

And, most of all, we’ve been candid about 
the differences between our way of our life 
and that of totalitarian systems. We’ve car- 
ried on the struggle of ideas. We have 
spoken up for freedom. We’re determined 
to keep America a beacon of hope to the 
rest of the world and to return her to her 
rightful place as a champion of peace and 
freedom among the nations of the Earth. 

But now, there are four important things 
we must do to move forward with the gains 
we've made in foreign policy. 

First, we must complete the task of mili- 
tary modernization and improved readiness. 
This is directly related to the prospect for 
arms reductions. In the past, we’ve succeed- 
ed best when we've bargained from 
strength. We have a moral obligation to 
pursue technological breakthroughs that 
could permit us to move away from exclu- 
sive reliance on the threat of retaliation and 
mutual nuclear terror. We must pursue vig- 
orously research on defensive technologies 
that can permit us to intercept strategic 
ballistic missiles—fired deliberately or acci- 
dentally—before they reach our own soil or 
that of our allies. Now, some are calling this 
“Star Wars.” Well, I call it prudent policy 
and common sense. 

Second, we must maintain our traditional 
alliances. Our interests and NATO’s are 
complementary. Their strength helps us, 
and vice versa. 

Third, we must continue to work hard 
toward balanced and verifiable arms reduc- 
tion treaties with the Soviets, treaties that 
will be made all the more feasible by main- 
taining our resolve to keep our defenses 
strong. 

And fourth, we must continue our for- 
ward strategy for freedom and speak up for 
human dignity whenever it’s threatened. I 
preach no manifest destiny, but I do say we 
Americans cannot turn our backs on what 
history has asked of us. Keeping alive the 
hope of human freedom is America’s mis- 
sion, and we cannot shrink from the task or 
falter in the call to duty. In the past 4 years, 
we've offered renewed hope to millions of 
people in developing lands, and we’re be- 
ginning to see them turn away from the 


East and toward political and economic sys- 
tems based on personal freedom. So we 
must not be apologetic about our nation’s 
commitment to freedom. We must present 
to the world an America that is not just 
militarily strong, but an America that is 
morally powerful; an America that has a 
creed, a cause, a vision of a future time 
when all people of the world will have the 
right to self-government and personal free- 
dom. 

So today, again, I ask your support and 
help. We need to continue to restore our 
strength, to pursue emerging technologies, 
to consolidate our alliances, to move for- 
ward energetically with strategic arms ne- 
gotiations and, most of all, to continue pro- 
claiming the American dream of human 
freedom to the entire world. We need these 
things, and we need them for the sake of 
America’s future. 

Another subject of great interest to Le- 
gionnaires is the POW-MIA issue, and your 
responsible support of our efforts and the 
National League of Families is greatly ap- 
preciated. We've made some_ recent 
progress with both Laos and Vietnam, and 
we'll continue our highest priority efforts 
until we achieve the fullest possible ac- 
counting of these brave men. 

And, by the way, I want to add some- 
thing that also needs to be said here. The 
men and women veterans who’ve proudly 
served their country in the military have 
earned more than simply the respect of 
their countrymen, they have earned the 
benefits to which they’re entitled, including 
veterans preference in government employ- 
ment. As long as I’m President, those will 
be the policies of the United States Govern- 
ment. And I want you to know that as long 
as I’m President, the door of the Oval 
Office is open to you, to your leaders, and 
to your concerns. 

You know, I can’t leave this discussion 
without thanking all of you in the American 
Legion for the enormous help that you’ve 
given us on the Central American issue. It’s 
been a long struggle and, thanks to your 
efforts, we’re finally making progress. But 
the struggle isn’t over yet. There are still 
those in the Congress who want to hinder 
our attempts to help El Salvador, and there 
is also a move underway to desert the free- 
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dom fighters in Nicaragua. So on this issue 
and many others, I hope you'll think about 
sending a reminder to the Capital this year. 
I hope you'll think about ending that stale- 
mate in Washington by voting this year for 
responsible candidates at the congressional 
level, so that this administration can have a 
Congress it can work with and our agenda 
for the future can become reality. 

I think you join me in my belief in this 
agenda for America’s future. It’s one that 
will create growth, opportunity, and 
progress at home and pursue peace and 
freedom abroad. From reducing the growth 
of government to supporting prayer in our 
classrooms, we aim to strengthen families, 
local communities, private institutions, and 
voluntary organizations. Our goal is to reaf- 
firm traditional American values while we 
get government out of the way of our 
people and their boundless capacity for 
change, innovation, and progress. Our hope 
is to keep alive America as a beacon of 
hope, a shining city in a world grown weary 
of war and oppression. 

You know, I wanted to speak to all of you 
today about the future, because I believe 
the things so many of you struggled for so 
valiantly have not just endured, they have 
grown and prospered and turned brighter 
with the years. What a change from only a 
few years ago when patriotism seemed so 
out of style! I’m not sure anyone really 
knows how the “new patriotism” came so 
quickly, or when and how it actually began. 

Was its seed first planted that day our 
POW’s, who had braved a horrendous cap- 
tivity in North Vietnam, came home, said, 
“God bless America,” and then actually 
thanked us for what they said we had done? 
Or was it at the 1980 Winter Olympics and 
the miracle of Lake Placid—you remember 
the chants of “U.S.A.” and the hockey team 
that didn’t know it couldn’t do the impossi- 
ble? Or maybe it was that unforgettable 
moment when after 444 days of captivity 
our Iranian hostages came home to parades 
and freedom. 

Well, wherever the new patriotism came 
from, there can be no gainsaying its arrival. 
Maybe you've seen the television show 
“Call to Giczy” that celebrates Air Force 
officers serving in “the twilight struggle” of 
the cold war. Or maybe you’ve heard coun- 
try singer Lee Greenwood’s new song, 
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“God Bless the U.S.A.,” 
says it so well: 

“If tomorrow all the things were gone I'd 

worked for all my life 

And I had to start again with just my 

children and my wife 

I'd thank my lucky stars to be living here 

today 

"Cause the flag still stands for freedom, 

and they can’t take that away.” 

And I wonder if anyone can forget that 
scene on the White House lawn last No- 
vember shortly after the Grenada rescue 
operation. What a change it was to see 
young students praising and thanking our 
military and, as my friend Paul Laxalt re- 
cently noted, what a change to see graffiti 
on foreign walls that doesn’t say “Yankee 
Go Home,” but says, “God Bless America.” 

Or how about those young men and 
women on our Olympic team this summer? 
Who’s ever said more about this country 
than those young Americans? Can we 
forget those young American sprinters who 
swept the 200-meter race, and then, led by 
Carl Lewis, went around the track with a 
flag, embraced their families, and then 
knelt to pray? 

And what about the moment when they 
introduced George Foreman, the former 
Olympic champion who was brave enough 
to wave a tiny American flag at the 1968 
Olympics when he had won his fight, after 
there had been a demonstration previous to 
that in which there was no flag-waving? 
The news accounts described how the fans 
in Los Angeles rose and cheered, filling the 
old arena with an emotional ovation that 
brought tears to many. “All I’ve ever tried 
to tell anyone,” George Foreman said, “is 
that I’m not a black man or a white man or 
anything else. All I’ve ever been was an 
American.” 

And for me there was that visit to Nor- 
mandy earlier this year, where I read the 
letter of a loving daughter who had prom- 
ised her father, a Normandy veteran who 
had died of cancer 8 years earlier, that 
someday she would go back to Normandy 
for him. She would see the beaches and 
visit the monuments and plant the flowers 
at the graves of his fallen comrades. “I'll 
never forget what you went through,” she 
had told her father, “and, Dad, I'll always 
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be proud.” Well, reading her letter was one 
of the hardest speeches that I ever gave. 
But I’m sure you, of all people, understand. 
For many of you, even though your days of 
military service are receding, there are still 
reminders like that, poignant and piercing. 

It’s always been so for old _ soldiers. 
There’s a story told about General Grant 
during the final weeks of his life. He had 
begun his last journey by train to upstate 
New York, and the newspapers were al- 
ready filled with headlines, “Grant is 
dying.” He was in a race against time, 
hoping to finish his memoirs and give his 
family back the financial security lost by 
those he had trusted too well. 

And outside of Albany, coming around a 
bend, his train halted briefly. It was near a 
flagman’s shanty. The flagman came out 
and looked up through the train window 
into the General’s eyes. The flagman waved 
his arm. There was no hand. “General, I 
lost that with you in the wilderness,” the 
flagman said, “and I’d give the other one to 
see you well.” Well, as Grant’s wife and the 
doctor wept, the old General’s lips tight- 
ened and his hand went up quickly as he 
took his hat off in a final salute to an old 
comrade. 

Nimitz and Halsey, MacArthur, Bradley, 
Patton, Ike—they’re all gone now. And boys 
who stormed the beaches for them at Nor- 
mandy or Iwo are grandfathers now. Korea, 
too, fades into memory. And even Vietnam 
now belongs less to journalists or politicians 
than to scholars and historians. 

In the book by Gene Smith, in which that 
story about General Grant is recounted, 
there’s another story about an old soldier. 
His name was RJ. Burdette. And he re- 
turned years later to an old battlefield, one 
he had told his wife he could find stone- 
blind. But when he got there, there was 
grass and violets. It was May, and children 
were playing on what he recalled as a shell 
crater. And although in his memory, he 
wrote, there was still the day of “might and 
strength and terror, it was gone.” 

Well, I know you join me in a prayer 
today that for America such days and places 
are gone forever; that as much as we honor 
those who died to make us free, we also 
fervently hope that such sacrifice will never 
again have to be asked for, and that the day 
is not far off when there will be no new 


battlefields to visit and no old soldiers sto- 
ries to hear. 

Some will say that such hope is in vain, 
that the weight of history or human experi- 
ence is against us. Well, I don’t believe it’s 
too much to hope that the years ahead will 
bring peace and freedom not just for the 
people of this “kindly, pleasant, greening 
land” called America, but for all mankind. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at 
the Salt Palace following remarks and an 
introduction by Keith Kruel, national com- 
mander of the American Legion. 

Earlier in the day, the President met at 
the Little America Hotel with Utah Repub- 
lican leaders. He then went to the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, where 
he was greeted by Gordon B. Hinckley, the 
second counsellor in the first presidency of 
the church. The President then met with 
church officials in the First Presidency 
Board Room in the Administration Build- 
ing at the church. 

Shortly after the conclusion of his ad- 
dress at the convention, the President left 
Utah and traveled to Chicago, IL. 


1984 Election Campaign 





Question-and-Answer Session With 
Reporters Upon Arrival in Chicago, Illinois. 
September 4, 1984 





Q. Mr. President, what did you mean by 
that new spirit enveloping America? What 
did you mean by that? 

The President. 1 think it’s evident every 
place you go. Everyone is optimistic and 
everyone is gung-ho to go forward with the 
kind of expansion we’re having. We’ve got 
6 million new jobs in the country. We’ve 
got the fastest business expansion that 
we've had—600,000 new incorporations. 
Everybody’s ready to go. 

Q. Mr. President, have you laid the reli- 
gious issue to restP Some of your aides have 
said that with your statement today you are 
finished talking about religion on the cam- 
paign trail. 
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The President. Well, I was only talking 
about it because I was speaking at a prayer 
breakfast, and then what I said was greatly 
distorted. My concern was not with govern- 
ment invading religion, it’s with all those 
people that are trying to make government 
turn around and interfere with people’s 
right to practice religion. 

Q. Who distorted that, Mr. President, and 
how was it distorted? 

The President. 1 guess it was just—lost 
something in the translation. 

Q. You’ve had a campaign kickoff, and 
you haven’t even mentioned Walter Mon- 
dale by name. Why not? 

The President. Why should I? [Laughter] 

Q. Thank you; you’re wonderful. 


Note: The question-and-answer session 
began at approximately 4:40 p.m. at O’Hare 
International Airport. The President then 
proceeded to the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
where he remained overnight. 


“Choosing a Future” Conference 





Remarks at the Conference in Chicago, 
Illinois. September 5, 1924 





Well, thank you very much. I’m honored 
to be here this morning with all of you very 
distinguished ladies and gentlemen. It was 
kind of good to fly in yesterday on Air 
Force One and see the city of the big shoul- 
ders again. 

All my life, I’ve believed in miracles. I 
believe that if you truly have faith, your 
dream will come true. And now after 39 
years of waiting, the miracle is happening. 
The Chicago Cubs are on their way to a 
National League pennant. [Laughter] 

I have to tell you what that means to me 
personally. I was broadcasting the Cubs in 
1935 when the only mathematical chance 
they had to win the pennant was to win the 
last 21 games of the season—{laughter|— 
and they did! [Laughter] And it still stands 
today as an unequalled record. When I’m in 
the presence of such greatness, how can I 
feel intimidated by a little challenge like 
running for President? [Laughter] 
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And if you share my belief that all things 
come together for good, then how can we 
not believe the success of the Cubs bodes 
well for our Nation’s heartland? 

Permit me to commend AmeriTrust Cor- 
poration and its fine chairman, Jerry Jarrett, 
for your leadership in sponsoring “Choosing 
a Future” for mid-America. Your survey 
identifying the significant economic difficul- 
ties we know your region faces, as well as 
strategies for overcoming them, represents 
a far-reaching and impressive private sector 
economic development initiative. 

“Choosing a Future” reflects the spirit of 
partnership between government and in- 
dustry essential to lasting industrial or eco- 
nomic growth in human progress. And it 
portrays a people with the realism to see 
clearly and the courage and confidence to 
go far. 

When we talk about the great changes in 
America in recent years we often describe 
them in statistical ways, and I'll be guilty of 
that before I finish. But I think the most 
significant change, a good and hopeful one, 
has been the change in America’s attitude— 
our renewed confidence and the higher 
value that we place on the truly important 
things in our lives. 

Ben Franklin once said that, “When the 
well’s dry, we know the worth of water.” 
Well, 1980 marked such a moment for 
America. It was, in a sense, a great moment 
of truth; a time in our history when it 
seemed to many that America’s well finally 
had run dry from a philosophy of bigger 
and bigger government. It was time to 
begin putting back what we had lost. 

For half a century, we’d been giving gov- 
ernment greater power over our lives. We 
did this with the best and most honorable of 
intentions. But by 1980, the full impact of 
distorting our economy, of draining spirit 
from the heart of our people, and of per- 
mitting our traditional values of faith, 
family, and work, neighborhood, and free- 
dom to be undermined—all of this had 
come home to roost. 

The worst trauma was not the breakdown 
in our economy or the humiliating setbacks 
that we suffered abroad. Being sick was 
bad, but the worst thing was when they 
told us we couldn’t get well; that the prob- 
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lems were just too big, and government 
wasn’t to blame, we were to blame. 

Can you imagine what the fate of Eng- 
land would have been if before the Battle 
of Britain in World War II, the English had 
not heard those words: “We shall fight 
them on the beaches, we shall fight them in 
the streets,” but, instead, had been told: It’s 
no use, you suffer from a malaise? 

Well, Americans didn’t give up hope; we 
just hadn’t been allowed to hope. And that’s 
why in 1981 we said let’s renew our faith 
and hope. We have every right to dream 
heroic dreams. Let us make a new begin- 
ning with one revolutionary idea—freedom. 

From day one, the driving force behind 
everything we’ve done in economic policy 
from reducing the growth of Federal spend- 
ing, which soared over 17 percent in 1980 
alone, to lowering tax rates and providing 
new incentives for business investment, to 
cutting back the jungle of regulations, to 
supporting stable monetary policies has 
been to put our future back in the people’s 
hands, so working Americans could make 
America great again. 

And somebody out there must be doing 
something right—21 straight months of eco- 
nomic growth, with the monster of inflation 
still locked in his cage. Today, one industrial 
nation in the world has the strongest eco- 
nomic growth, 7.6 percent for the last quar- 
ter; inflation of only 4.1 percent for the last 
year; labor force participation at an all-time 
high; the fastest rate of job creation, 6% 
million more people working in the last 19 
months alone; a record 600,000 business in- 
corporations last year; the fastest rate of 
business investment in 40 years; robust pro- 
ductivity gains; the largest increase in real, 
after-tax personal income since 1973; and 
leadership in developing jobs and markets 
for the future in science and high technolo- 
gy, both on Earth and in outer space. Well, 
I think you know the one nation I’m de- 
scribing: Its initials are U.S.A. 

America is on the move again. But I 
repeat today what I said in 1981: Our chal- 
lenge is to move America forward and to 
make sure that nobody gets left behind. 
One continuing challenge for the future 
must be to clear away the remaining road- 
blocks to economic growth without infla- 
tion, and do it for all Americans. 


We do not believe, as some propose, that 
higher taxes on income, capital, and labor is 
the way to reduce budget deficits. That 
idea was bad policy before, and it’s bad 
policy today. Entrepreneurs must not be 
discouraged; they must be encouraged. 

So, we must move forward into the future 
with an historic simplification of the tax 
system, a tax system more fair and easier to 
understand, so we can bring everybody’s 
income tax rates further down, not up. 
Strong economic growth will keep deficits 
coming down and, make no mistake, the 
deficit is coming down, and it would come 
down even faster if the Congress would 
give us a constitutional amendment man- 
dating government spend no more than 
government takes in, and a line-item veto, 
so that a President could veto specific 
spending requests without vetoing an entire 
appropriations bill. [Applause] Well, bless 
you for that. I had it for 8 years as Gover- 
nor of California, and I miss it. [Laughter] 

Another reform could bring hope and op- 
portunity to depressed neighborhoods in 
Chicago and pockets of despair throughout 
the Midwest. Imagine an abandoned ghetto 
with people working again in shops and 
firms and restaurants. Imagine their families 
living in more secure neighborhoods with 
less crime. Well, we can and will have this 
rebirth in America if the House of Repre- 
sentatives would just give us a vote on our 
enterprise zones proposal. 

Less than a year ago, Spiegel, Inc., 
dropped the idea of moving to the Sun Belt 
and announced a $20 million renovation 
project on Chicago’s South Side that pre- 
serves thousands of jobs and can lead to 
many more. They stayed because of a State- 
sponsored enterprise zone plan. With enact- 
ment of our enterprise zone legislation, 
there could be more and more such stories. 

We understand, too, the challenges your 
agricultural and industrial regions face. 
We've tried to help you meet those chal- 
lenges in a number of ways—by ending a 
totally unfair, wrongheaded grain embargo; 
by restoring grain sales to the Soviet 
Union—over 22 million metric tons since 
August of 1983; by reaching an agreement 
with Japan that will virtually double our 
beef exports over the next 4 years; by ac- 
cepting an understanding with Japan per- 
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mitting our auto industry to get back on its 
feet after the killer interest rates in 1980; 
by working aggressively for more open 
markets and by opposing protectionist legis- 
lation like “domestic content,” which would 
revive inflation, provoke retaliation, and de- 
stroy American jobs and farm exports. 

May I suggest that the most productive 
food growers in the world—the kind of 
leaders who once invented the assembly 
line, who manufacture our cars, and who 
have given us the hard-hat spirit and the 
expertise that made American business 
second to none—can out-produce, out-com- 
pete, out-sell anybody, anytime, anywhere 
in the world. 

We can and we must go forward, all of us 
together, building an economy that spurs 
the initiative and ingenuity to create sun- 
rise industries and make older ones more 
competitive. To do this, we must meet the 
challenge of developing our next frontiers 
in science, technology, space, and educa- 
tion. 

In my travels across this land, I’ve seen a 
vision of America’s future too often ignored 


in Washington, an America unafraid, push- 
ing back those frontiers with courage and 
leadership, becoming once again America 


unsurpassed. A new revolution is rising 
from the deepest yearnings of our Nation’s 
spirit to challenge the limits of knowledge 
and to put the power of discovery at the 
service of our most noble and generous im- 
pulses for decency, for progress and, yes, 
for peace. 

I saw that in Decatur, Illinois—men and 
women not only processing corn and soy- 
beans to produce food products that feed a 
hungry world, but putting into practice 
breakthroughs in the field of hydroponics 
and pioneering work in ethanol to increase 
demand for farm products, create new jobs, 
and give greater energy security to our 
country. America’s heartland is on the cut- 
ting edge of progress. 

I saw us meeting that challenge on the 
assembly lines in Kansas City and Detroit, 
where investments to modernize and the 
introduction of robotics are helping the 
American automobile industry come back 
stronger than ever, and where engineers 
are using lightweight, super-strong, plastic- 
like materials to reduce the weight of 
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modern cars, and consumers are getting the 
benefits from more miles to the gallon. 

I saw us meeting that challenge when the 
people at Goddard Space Flight Center 
showed us how practical applications of 
space and aeronautical technology are 
transforming our lives—from life-saving 
vests for firemen, to sophisticated aerial 
scanning techniques to locate and identify 
everything from schools of fish to mineral 
deposits to agricultural resources. 

I saw the vision of technology with a 
human face. Miraculous medical wonders 
like PIMs, the Programmable Implantable 
Medication System, can administer medica- 
tion automatically within the body. HTS, 
the Human Tissue Simulator, can send elec- 
tric impulses through wire leads to targeted 
nerve centers or areas of the brain, giving 
relief from pain. 

Who could put a price tag on the value of 
these human benefits? Even more dazzling 
opportunities lie ahead, if only we have the 
faith and courage to keep pushing on. Each 
technological breakthrough enables us to 
work from a newer, higher plateau of 
knowledge, and each breakthrough opens 
the door to a new leap in productivity con- 
sidered impossible only a few decades ago. 

The great untold story of the technologi- 
cal revolution is the awesome potential for 
productivity power. If we meet the chal- 
leage of building a manned space station, 
for example, we can manufacture in 1 
month’s time life-saving medicines that 
would take 30 years to manufacture on 
Earth. We can manufacture crystals of ex- 
ceptional purity that could enable us to 
produce larger, faster computers, the super 
computers, and achieve even greater pro- 
ductivity gains throughout our economy. 

My friends, we can create a bounty of 
new opportunities, technologies, and im- 
provements in the quality of life surpassing 
anything we’ve ever before dreamed or 
imagined. Our vision is not an impossible 
dream; it’s a waking dream. If we cultivate 
the art of seeing things impossible, if we 
challenge the limits of growth, we'll have 
the strength and knowledge to make Amer- 
ica a rocket of hope shooting to the stars. 

I believe we will be the leaders in space 
because the American people would rather 
reach for the stars than reach for excuses 
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why we shouldn’t. And as our technology 
transforms the great, black night of space 
into a bright new world of opportunities, 
we can use that knowledge to create an 
American Opportunity Society here at 
home. We can ensure that every person has 
not only an equal chance, but a much great- 
er chance to pursue the American dream. 

I promise you we'll do our part. We'll 
support high tech, not high taxes. We’ll con- 
stantly endeavor to strengthen the private 
economy, to support tax credits for incre- 
mental research and development, strive to 
lessen concerns that cooperative R&D ven- 
tures between companies may violate anti- 
trust statutes, and continue our strong com- 
mitment to support basic research and de- 
velopment, particularly in universities, to 
train tomorrow’s industrial scientists and 
academic scientists and engineers and build 
our Nation’s intellectual capital. 

You know, the more we look at our 
changing world, the more we see that the 
problems and challenges we face are inter- 
related. The American Opportunity Society 
will blossom from the progress of a growth 
economy. That progress will hinge on our 
ability to push back the frontiers of science, 
technology, and space. Meeting those chal- 
lenges depends on education. And our suc- 
cess in education will depend on what kind 
of people we have in our schools, what 
values we absorb and bring forward into 
the future with us. The world of learning 
and the world of work must not only come 
into better harmony, they must strengthen 
and enrich each other. 

So, our vision of education must be as 
forward-looking as our vision of the rest of 
American life: a school system that teaches 
our children how to enrich their lives using 
telecommunications as educational tools; 
that shows them how to educate themselves 
so they will be able to keep their skills cur- 
rent in an ever-changing job market; and 
that gives them an appreciation of the arts 
and humanities that give life meaning. 

The sense of our boundless potential and 
the spirit of excellence are rising again in 
America. In every State in the Union in the 
past 3 years, there has been a resurgence of 
interest in our schools and a resurgence of 
commitment to excellence. SAT scores are 
turning up again, and the back-to-basics 
movement has proved itself not old-fash- 


ioned, but indispensable to progress. We’ve 
come far in just a few years, but it isn’t 
enough. We’ve got to do more and we will. 

In the past few decades, many of us 
turned away from the enduring values, 
from faith, the worth ethic, and the central 
importance of the family. We had some- 
thing of a hedonistic heyday. But it’s pass- 
ing. We've righted ourselves, and across the 
country there’s a rebirth of the traditional 
values that guided our fathers and mothers 
and guided our Nation. We affirm this 
trend, not to return to some mythical past 
but. to build on proven strengths for a cre- 
ative future. 

There’s another challenge for us to think 
about. In the history of our Nation we’ve 
had problems with ill-spirited divisiveness— 
one race thinking it was better than an- 
other, one generation thinking it was supe- 
rior to another. We’ve had religious divi- 
sions. We’ve had our share of bigotry. 
We've had tensions between this class or 
this group and that. And one of the good 
changes of recent years is that we’ve out- 
grown a lot of that nonsense. But we must 
commit ourselves to doing better. We are 
and must remain a pluralistic society, but 
we're also one nation together. We're 
brothers and sisters equal in the eyes of 
God and equal under the law. 

No one group in this country is better 
than another. No one race or religion or sex 
or color is better than another. And no 
region is better or worse than another. It’s 
time we erased the last vestiges of intoler- 
ance, bigotry, and unkindness from our 
hearts. Decency demands this, and so does 
our history. 

There’s a final challenge. It may seem 
remote from issues of regional economic de- 
velopment, but it’s a most fundamental 
challenge, for if we ever failed to meet it, 
the value of oir economic progress and our 
spiritual progress, too, would be lost. It’s the 
challenge to maintain peace in the world, 
peace with our neighbors and our allies and 
our adversaries. I think you well know my 
feelings on this; they’ve been shared by 
most American Presidents down through 
our history. Simply stated: If we’re strong, 
we will discourage those who would disrupt 
peace. If we maintain our strength, we will 
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maintain peace, and there is no threat to 
the world in this. 

America has always been a_ peaceable 
country. We’ve never loved war. We’re the 
least warlike powerful nation in the history 
of the world. We can be trusted with the 
military power that is our responsibility to 
hold. We maintain it only for the good, 
never for territorial gain or imperialist de- 
sires. We work for peace by staying strong, 
so that we may be a nation at peace with 
ourselves and at peace with the world. 

If we keep these things in mind, if we 
retain our economic strength, help our chil- 
dren, strengthen the bonds that keep us 
together, and work for peace, then the well 
will not run dry again. We will have replen- 
ished it—and more. We'll move forward. 
The future will be bright and shining; our 
Nation will continue to be what it’s always 
been—a place of refuge for those who come 
from places that are not free and not fair, a 
place of great hope and endless possibilities. 

Winston Churchill surveyed the Western 
World, and he said, “We have not jour- 
neyed all this way across the centuries, 
across the oceans, across the mountains, 
across the prairies, because we’re made of 
sugar candy.” Well, like many of you, I 
share his spirit. We can do anything when 
we set our minds to it. 

The dream of America is much more 
than who we are or what we do; the dream 
is what we will be. We must always be the 
New World, the world of discovery, the 
world that reveres the great truths of its 
past but that pushes on with unending faith 
toward the promise of the future. In my 
heart, I know we have that faith. The 
dream lives on. America will remain fu- 
ture’s child, the golden hope of all mankind. 

Thank you for welcoming us here today. 
And thank you for all that you give us. And 
thank you for your courage to dream great 
dreams. God bless you all. 

Mr. Thomas. As | indicated earlier, Presi- 
dent Reagan has indicated that he’d be will- 
ing to take a few questions from our audi- 
ence. We have collected your cards. Our 
committee has reviewed them and tried to 
distill the essence of them into a few suc- 
cinct questions which I have. So, I’ll ask the 
President to come back to the podium at 
so time, and I'll address those questions to 

im. 
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Mr. President, looking over the questions, 
this audience is very concerned about four 
things, I would say in this order—the feder- 
al deficit, interest rates, our international 
competitive position, and the Chicago Cubs. 
Now, you’ve already dealt with the last 
one—{laughter|—so we'll get on with the 
others. 

And the first one deals with our Midwest 
economy. We had an excellent panel discus- 
sion this morning, and I think we all would 
agree we have challenges and opportunities 
here. But one of our very significant prob- 
lems in the Midwest is the very substantial 
net outflow of tax dollars to other, faster- 
growing regions of this country. Now, what 
might you suggest that we do to reverse 
this trend, if you have any thoughts on that 
particular subject? 

The President. 
going——? 

Mr. Thomas. Federal tax dollars going 
from the Midwest to other parts of this 
country. Substantial net deficit—or net out- 
flow. 

The President. Well, we have been trying 
a thing that we call federalism, and we’ve 
run into some of the same kind of opposi- 
tion we’ve written on some of the—or 
we've run into on some of the other things 
we tried. One of the things that we would 
like to see more of is block grants, where 
that’s all that we can resort to, instead of 
the Federal Government dictating and 
spending the money. 

It’s true that there are, oh, probably 
someplace between a dozen and 20 States 
that are considered to be the rich ones, and 
they must help support the others. What we 
would like to do, even rather than block 
grants, and what we have not done as much 
of as we would like, and that is to wherever 
possible turn back to the States and local 
communities tax sources that presently are 
held by the Federal Government, and turn 
back with them the responsibility for func- 
tions that properly should be administered 
at State and local level that the Federal 
Government is not as well equipped to per- 
form as they are. 

And I think in this way there would be 
some help with what you're saying. I know 
it has to seem unfair when you're in one of 
those States. Recently, some years ago, 
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when New York was having its great prob- 
lems with bankruptcy, I thought at the time 
that it was pretty ironic that New York was 
considered way up at the top of the list as 
one of the States that could afford to help 
out the other States. 

Mr. Thomas. Thank you. Next question: 
Given your position on personal income 
taxes, what do you propose to do to tackle 
the deficit? 

The President. Well, I know that I’m ac- 
cused of not being very specific on this. I 
think we’ve been more specific than almost 
any administration that I can remember, if 
you will look at the program that we started 
to implement when we first came here. 

Now, what we’re going to continue to do 
are two things in attacking the deficits. One 
of them is look at the deficit as being partly 
structural and partly the result of the eco- 
nomic slump. Now, as you bring back the 
economy and it expands, even at the lower 
tax rates that we put in as an incentive to 
help bring back the economy, your reve- 
nues grow. They don’t shrink. So, we are 
reducing the deficit right now. The one for 
this year will probably be some twenty-odd- 
billion dollars less than we had estimated 
ourselves that it was going to be, simply 
because of the economic recovery. That is 
one thing. 

The other thing is reducing Government 
spending. I still think that a federal govern- 
ment has a higher overhead than is neces- 
sary. We haven’t made all the gains that we 
wanted. As a matter of fact, had we gotten 
all that we asked for in our first submission 
of our program, the deficit would be be- 
tween $40 billion and $50 billion less right 
now. 

But we see the deficit as one in which, as 
the economy improves—and that brings up 
revenues without increasing the actual rates 
on the individual—and if, at the same time, 
we can continue—we have 2,478 specific 
recommendations by the Grace Commis- 
sion, where they came in and looked at all 
of Government and made recommenda- 
tions, as businessmen and women, as to 
where Government could be run more like 
a productive business—we have a team 
looking at those. We have already imple- 
mented by administrative decree some 17 
percent of those. 


Now, as we bring Government costs 
down, the share that Government is taking 
from the private sector, and as the recovery 
brings income up, there must be a point out 
here at which those two will meet. Now, if 
they don’t—and this is what I mean by 
those today who are saying that the first 
resort is increased taxes. We say it is the last 
resort. If you come to a point where you’ve 
done all you can do with regard to econom- 
ic recovery, and the revenues fall short of 
that line, and you’ve done all you can do to 
bring Government down to be as efficient 
and economical as it should be and still per- 
form the services that we can expect of 
Government and those two are apart, then 
you have to look at your tax system to 
bridge that difference. 

But today, to suggest a tax increase 
simply for the cure of the deficit—we’ve 
had any number of tax increases over the 
last 50 years, and we have had regularly 
deficits every year for 50 years, every year 
since World War II. Well, we had them 
during the war, but that’s the kind of deficit 
we could expect, and then you’d pay off in 
the years following the war. But in the 5 
years before we came here to office, the 
taxes doubled in those 5 years and the defi- 
cits increased. 

The deficit we have to face is an effect, 
not a cause. The cause is when Government 
takes too big a percentage from the private 
sector, you’re going to have economic trou- 
bles. Government is going to become a drag 
on the economy. And this is what we’re 
trying to cure. 

Mr. Thomas. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Next question: What changes do you foresee 
in the administration’s stance with respect 
to protectionism if reelected? Specifically, 
do you favor import restrictions to help our 
steel industry, keeping in mind on the one 
hand that imports account for about 25 or 
30 percent of total usage in this country 
while, on the other hand, our midwestern 
manufacturers must be able to buy steel at 
world prices in order to be competitive. It’s 
an easy question, sir. [Laughter] 

The President. Well, it isn’t easy. We do 
know that sometimes—and our law pro- 
vides for this—that sometimes there are 
emergency situations in which an industry 
has suffered unfairly, and temporarily you 


1231 





Sept. 5 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1984 


can give that industry some help to get it 
back on its feet. 

Basically, however, I think we have to be 
opposed in principle to protectionism be- 
cause it’s a two-way street. Having looked 
for my first job in the depths of the Great 
Depression—graduating in 1932—I, looking 
back, have some idea of what the Smoot- 
Hawley tariff bill did to the Depression 
worldwide. And I think that free trade is 
the best answer. But free trade must also be 
fair trade. And what you have recited there 
is that many times the protectionism can 
help heal a particular segment, but no one 
pays any attention to the disaster or the 
depression that is created over here in 
other areas. 

And this is true in some places where 
fabricators find themselves at odds with the 
mineral producers. Now we’re studying this 
very carefully, because it is true, free trade 
must be fair trade. And it is true that in 
some instances the competition is unfair, 
that things like steel had been sent into this 
country that are subsidized by a foreign 
government and are selling below their cost 
of production, which our people can’t do. 
And there we have rules and have invoked 
them in these 3% years at times to prevent 
that. And we'll continue to do that. 

Mr. Thomas. Next question: Is there a 
real possibility that the line-item veto that 
you mentioned in your address will be ap- 
proved in your next term? 

The President. Oh, we're going to fight 
hard for that, and we need all your help 
and support. 

I said yesterday out in Salt Lake City, we 
need, in Washington, your input to some of 
the people there who balk at some of these 
progressive measures. It isn’t necessary to 
make them see the light, you must make 
them feel the heat. [Laughter] 

I’m going to look down here at the end 
where Jim is. 

Jim, do you have line-item veto? 

Governor Thompson. Yes, sir. 

The President. See? Forty-three States. I 
had it as Governor of California, and I in- 
herited a situation out there where, in spite 
of a constitutional provision that we could 
not have a deficit, I walked into office in 
the middle of the fiscal year and we already 
had a deficit. 
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The line-item veto—I invoked it more 
than 900 times in those 8 years, and we 
didn’t have an unblanced budget very long. 
We solved that problem. It’s absolutely nec- 
essary; it’s the most vital tool. 

Now the Congress has the right to over- 
come that veto, to override it, if they feel 
strongly enough to do it. You know, in all of 
my more than 900 vetoes, the legislature 
that had passed the bills to begin with 
never once overrode one of those vetoes. 
They never once dared stand up and pub- 
licly vote for that single item that they had 
agreed to put into another bill. 

So, please write letters, send wires, twist 
arms. We need the line-item veto, and 
we're going to try for it, all out. 

Mr. Thomas. We have one last question. 
This is a little different thrust, but very im- 
portant, nevertheless. Affirmative action 
and job training have been of great assist- 
ance to minorities. Since your administra- 
tion has reduced the impact of these pro- 
grams, what do you propose to do to re- 
place them? 

The President. What we are opposed to is 
not affirmative action so much as a quota 
system. And having grown up, as I did, in a 
time when there were prejudices of all 
kinds, you find that the quota can be used, 
actually, as an instrument of discrimination, 
not to cure it. We have in place today 
throughout the country a job-training pro- 
gram that we believe encompasses the 
proper ideas, and that is that as a team 
between the Federal Government, local au- 
thorities, and local businesses to train 
people in those areas for the jobs that are 
available in those areas. 

The Federal Government in the past, 
with many of its job-training programs, they 
really were just make-work programs. They 
didn’t train anyone, really, for a specific job, 
and there was no relationship between the 
area where the training was taking place 
and the residence of the people and wheth- 
er there were jobs once they were trained, 
that there would be jobs in those areas. 
Now, this program of ours—incidentally, 
the CETA program, only about 18 cents out 
of each dollar actually went into job train- 
ing in that program. That’s why we don’t 
have it anymore. In this program, over 70 
cents of every dollar is being spent on 
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actual job training, and already we’re seeing 
tens of thousands of people going through 
that program and almost immediately out 
into productive jobs. 

Now, I know that there’s been a lot of 
criticism that somehow I am opposed to 
civil rights. My mother and father would 
come back and jump on my back if I ever 
did. I was raised to believe that there’s no 
sin greater than prejudice or bigotry. And I 
grew up that way. In fact, back in those 
days, broadcasting the Cubs and all, I was 
one of the handful of sports commentators 
throughout the country that was even then 
campaigning for an elimination of the rules 
that had kept minorities out of organized 
baseball, and, finally, there was triumph in 
that. 

I was fighting for civil rights before they 
called it civil rights. And so any translation 
of this criticism of the management of some 
of the affirmative action programs in an at- 
tempt to make that look as if I’m not sup- 
portive of the elimination—the goal in this 
country must be, and we haven’t complete- 
ly reached it yet, but it must be the day will 
come when whatever is done to someone, 
or for someone, is neither because of nor in 
spite of any difference in race or religion. 

Mr. Thomas. { was given the signal that 
that was the last one. 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
They tell me that I have to leave now; I’m 
due back in Washington. There’s a Senator 
down there that knows that’s because today 
the Congress is coming back, and I can’t 
leave them there by themselves. [Laughter] 

So, thank you all. This has been a great 
pleasure. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:39 a.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel. He was introduced by Richard 
Thomas, president of the Economic Club of 
Chicago, the sponsor of the conference. The 
purpose of the conference was to address 
the recommendations of the SRI Interna- 
tional study of economic problems of the 
Great Lakes region. The SRI study was com- 
missioned by the Ameritrust Bank of Cleve- 
land. 

Earlier in the day, the President met at 
the hotel with Illinois Republican leaders. 
Following his appearance at the conference, 
the President returned to the White House. 
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The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Linda M. Combs to be 
Deputy Under Secretary for Management, 
Department of Education. She would suc- 
ceed Charles L. Heatherly. 

Mrs. Combs is currently Executive Secre- 
tary at the Department of Education. Previ- 
ously, she was Deputy Executive Secretary, 
Department of Education (1982); manager 
for national director, student loan oper- 
ations, Wachovia Educational Services, Inc. 
(1980-82); and was a schoolteacher in Win- 
ston-Salem County, NC (1968-79). 

Mrs. Combs graduated from Appalachian 
State University (B.S., 1968; M.A., 1978). 
She is married, and resides in Arlington, 


VA. She was born June 29, 1946, in Lenoir, 
NC. 
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The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Vilma Rosso Taracido to 
be Assayer of the United States Assay Office 
at New York, NY. She would succeed Saul 
Silverman. 

Mrs. Taracido served as a senior research 
assistant at the Sloan Kettering Institute for 
Cancer Research in 1972-1983. Previously, 
she was a quality control supervisor, Tra- 
venol Laboratories (1967); research techni- 
cian, National Institutes of Health Laborato- 
ry of Perinatal Physiology (1965); and qual- 
ity control technician, Western Fehr (1964). 

Mrs. Taracido graduated with a bachelor 
of science degree from Catholic University 
of Puerto Rico. She is married, has three 
children, and resides in New Rochelle, NY. 
She was born August 26, 1941, in Ponce, 
PR. 
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B'nai B'rith 





Remarks at the Organization’s 
International Convention. 
September 6, 1984 





Thank you very much. Thank you. Max 
Fisher, if I'd be really smart, I'd just sit 
down and leave your introduction do it, and 
I wouldn’t speak. I thank you very much. 
He’s a long-time friend. 

And I thank all of you. It’s a deep honor 
for me to speak to you, the members of one 
of the oldest and largest Jewish organiza- 
tions in America. For more than 140 years, 
B’nai B’rith has sponsored religious, cultur- 
al, and civic programs, conducted studies of 
vital issues, combated bigotry, and worked 
tirelessly to advance the cause of tolerance 
and humanity. And because of your efforts, 
today our country has a bigger heart, a 
deeper sense of the generosity of spirit that 
must always define America. And on behalf 
of all Americans, I thank you. 

Four years ago, as a private citizen, I 
argued that the strength and well-being of 
the United States and Israel are bound inex- 
tricably together. “No policy,” I asserted, 
“no matter how heartfelt, no matter how 
deeply rooted in the humanitarian vision 
we share, can succeed if the United States 
of America continues its descent into eco- 
nomic impotence and despair.” 

Well, today, as President, I come before 
you to report on the progress that we’ve 
made together during these past 4 years. 
Once again, I want to talk about American 
policy toward Israel—today’s new policy of 
deepened friendship and strengthened sup- 
port. But first, permit me to share with you 
my view of how working together the 
American people have replaced our own 
Nation’s descent into impotence and de- 
spair with the rebirth of freedom, prosperi- 
ty, and hope. 

Four years ago, we saw the first years of 
back-to-back, double-digit inflation since 
World War I. The prime interest rate was 
rising sharply, and in December 1980 it 
reached a point not seen since the Civil 
War. In just 4 years, taxes roughly doubled, 
and average monthly mortgage payments 
more than doubled, and the real after-tax 
income of the average American actually 
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began to decline. It all added up to the 
worst economic crisis our country had faced 
since the Great Depression. 

In foreign affairs we had lost the respect 
of friend and foe alike, and our willpower 
had grown weak and soft, undermining 
commitments to allies like Israel. Our lead- 
ers seemed to have lost faith in the Ameri- 
can people and in America’s future. They 
spoke of a national malaise. On television, 
we saw the Stars and Stripes being burned 
in foreign capitals. And from Afghanistan to 
Grenada, the Soviets were on the march. 
Seldom in all its proud history had the 
United States of America reached such a 
pathetic state of apparent impotence. 

Well today, just 4 years later, we’re 
seeing not humiliation but well-justified 
pride—pride in our country, our accom- 
plishments, and ourselves. On the economic 
front, from New York Harbor to San Diego 
Bay, a vast and vigorous economic expan- 
sion is taking place. Inflation has plummet- 
ed to just 4 percent, and the prime interest 
rate has fallen by almost 9 points. 

Productivity is up, consumer spending is 
up, housing starts are up, and take-home 
pay is up. Our tax rate reductions have re- 
stored incentives to the American people, 
and when tax indexing goes into effect this 
January, they'll get more help in the form 
of long-overdue protection against the un- 
fairness of bracket creep. 

The best news of all: During the past 19 
months, 6% million men and women have 
found jobs that we’ve created—on an aver- 
age, each month, more jobs than all the 
Common Market countries combined cre- 
ated in the last 10 years. Europe is calling 
our success the American miracle. 

Well, as we’ve worked to promote eco- 
nomic growth we’ve made certain that the 
safety net for the truly needy has remained 
in place. Indeed, after correcting for infla- 
tion, under our administration average food 
stamp payments, medicare payments, med- 
icaid payments, have all risen. We can and 
are promoting economic vitality, while 
showing the disadvantaged genuine com- 
passion. 

On civil rights, we have enforced the law 
with new determination. The Justice De- 
partment, since we took office, has filed 
more criminal charges on civil rights viola- 
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tions, brought more violators to trial, and 
achieved more civil rights convictions than 
ever before. So, let no one doubt our com- 
mitment. As President, I will enforce civil 
rights to the fullest extent of the law. 

Yet, at the same time, we remain unalter- 
ably opposed to an idea that would under- 
mine the very concept of equality itself— 
discriminatory quotas. Ours is a nation 
based on the sacredness of the individual, a 
nation where all women and men must be 
judged on their own merit, imagination, 
and effort; not on what they are, but on 
what they do. Now, you know, I can re- 
member a time—I’m old enough to remem- 
ber a time—when America did have quotas, 
and they were used in an attempt to make 
discrimination legitimate and permanent, 
keeping Jews and other targets of bigotry 
out of colleges, medical schools, and jobs. 
And I can’t state it too forcefully: This type 
of thing must never happen again. 

To combat crime, our administration has 
increased the law enforcement budget by 
more than 20 percent, established 12 re- 
gional drug task forces around the country, 
and hired more than 1,900 new investiga- 
tors and prosecutors. We’ve also reasserted 
some very basic values—values that say 
there is such a thing as right and wrong, 
that the innocent victim is entitled to as 
much protection under the law as the ac- 
cused, that individual actions do matter, 
and that, yes, for hardened criminals prey- 
ing on our society, punishment must be cer- 
tain and swift. 

And now that we’re getting back to these 
fundamentals of our Judeo-Christian tradi- 
tion, the will of the people is at last being 
done. In 1982 reported crime dropped 3 
percent—the first decline since 1977. And 
last year reported crime dropped 7 percent, 
and this is the first time the serious crime 
index has ever shown a drop for the second 
year in a row, and the sharpest decline in 
crime statistics since 1960. 

In the Armed Forces, our troops have 
newer and better equipment, and their 
morale has soared as we’ve begun to give 
them the pay, the training, and the respect 
they’ve always deserved. And in foreign af- 
fairs, our country is being respected again 
throughout the world as a leader for peace 
and freedom. We’ve strengthened our rela- 
tions with Asian allies like Korea and Japan, 


deepened our friendship with China. In 
Europe, we and our NATO allies went 
through months of Soviet attempts to divide 
us and emerged more firmly united than 
ever. And in Central America, we’re sup- 
porting the free nations of the region 
against the threat posed to them by the 
Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. 

In July of 1983, it was my privilege to 
meet a brave refugee from Nicaragua, Isaac 
Stavisky. He told me about the 50 Jewish 
families who had emigrated to Nicaragua 
from Eastern Europe since the 1920's, and 
about the tragedy that befell them. But let 
me read you Isaac’s own words: 

“Nicaraguan Jews never encountered 
anti-Semitism until the Sandinistas started 
their revolution . . . Graffiti by Sandinistas 
was widespread, with attacks on Jews and 
their religion. One was, ‘Death to the Jewish 
pigs.’ In 1978, the Sandinistas sent a strong 
message to the entire community when the 
synagogue was attacked by five Sandinistas 
wearing face handkerchiefs. They set the 
building on fire by throwing gasoline in the 
main entrance doors, shouting PLO victory 
slogans and anti-Jewish defamatory lan- 
guage ... Once the Sandinistas came to 
power. . . they moved swiftly against Jews. 
Jewish-owned properties were among the 
first to be confiscated and Jews were forced 
into exile.” 

Permit me to add that on the first anni- 
versary of the Sandinista revolution, Yasser 
Arafat visited Nicaragua and spoke these 
words: “What the Nicaraguan people did in 
Nicaragua will be done by the Palestinians.” 

Well, today, some in our national life 
would have America take a position of 
weakness in Central America or, through 
callous indifference, withdraw from that 
region altogether. These politicians would 
give free reign to Marxist-Leninists who 
would persecute Central American Catho- 
lics and Jews, leaving them defenseless 
against Sandinista intolerance. 

We stand four-square on the side of 
human liberty. And I pledge to you that we 
will maintain that stand as long as I am in 
this office. 

Anyone who has contemplated the horror 
inflicted on Jews during World War II, the 
deaths of millions in Cambodia, or the trav- 
ail of the Mesquito Indians in Nicaragua 
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must understand that if free men and 
women remain silent in the face of oppres- 
sion we risk the destruction of entire peo- 
ples. I know that B’nai B'rith has been 
among the most concerned of the groups 
advocating American support for the Geno- 
cide Convention. With a cautious view, in 
part due to the human rights abuses per- 
formed by some nations that have already 
ratified the documents, our administration 
has conducted a long and exhaustive study 
of the convention. And yesterday, as a 
result of that review, we announced that 
we will vigorously support, consistent with 
the United States Constitution, the ratifica- 
tion of the Genocide Convention. And I 
want you to know that we intend to use the 
convention in our efforts to expand human 
freedom and fight human rights abuses 
around the world. Like you, I say in a forth- 
right voice, “Never again!” 

Now, there’s one final aspect of our na- 
tional renewal that I must mention: the 
return that millions of Americans are 
making to faith—faith as a source of 
strength, comfort, and meaning. 

This new spiritual awareness extends to 
people of all religions and all beliefs. Irving 
Kristol has written, “the quest for a reli- 
gious identity is, in the postwar world, a 
general phenomenon, experienced by Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims alike. It does not 
seem, moreover, to be a passing phenome- 
non, but rather derives from an authentic 
crisis—a moral and spiritual crisis as well as 
a crisis in Western, liberal-secular thought.” 

In our country, Kristol asserts, “Ever 
since the Holocaust and the emergence of 
the state of Israel, American Jews have 
been reaching toward a more explicit and 
meaningful Jewish identity.” And according 
to Rabbi Seymour Siegel of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, this trend among 
American Jews is illustrated by a growing 
interest in Jewish history and the Hebrew 
language, and by the rise of—and I hope I 
get this right—Baal Teshuva movement—a 
powerful movement of Jews, young and old, 
Orthodox, Conservative, and Reformed, re- 
turning to the ancient ways of the faith. 

As Americans of different religions find 
new meaningfulness in their beliefs, we do 
so together, returning together to the bed- 
rock values of family, hard work, and faith 
in the same loving and almighty God. And 
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as we welcome this rebirth of faith, we 
must even more fervently attack ugly intol- 
erance. We have no place for haters in 
America. 

Well, let me speak plainly: The United 
States of America is and must remain a 
nation of openness to people of all beliefs. 


, Our very unity has been strengthened by 


this pluralism. That’s how we began; this is 
how we must always be. The ideals of our 
country leave no room whatsoever for intol- 
erance, anti-Semitism, or bigotry of any 
kind—none. The unique thing about Amer- 
ica is a wall in our Constitution separating 
church and state. It guarantees there will 
never be a state religion in this land, but at 
the same time it makes sure that every 
single American is free to choose and prac- 
tice his or her religious beliefs or to choose 
no religion at all. Their rights shall not be 
questioned or violated by the state. 

During the dark days of World War II, 
legend has it an event took place that I 
believe is a timeless symbol of regard for 
our fellow men that true tolerance and 
brotherhood demand. Soon after the Nazis 
invaded Denmark in 1940, they published 
an edict that all Jews identify themselves by 
wearing an armband showing the Star of 
David. Well, the next day the Christian 
King of Denmark appeared in public. He 
was wearing a Star of David. I was told on 
my one visit to Denmark there, that after 
he had done that every citizen of Denmark, 
from then on, appeared in the streets wear- 
ing the Star of David. 

We in America have learned the lesson of 
the Holocaust; we shall never allow it to be 
forgotten. Oppression will never extinguish 
the instinct of good people to do the right 
thing. 

In America, Jew, Christian, Muslim, be- 
lievers of all kinds, and nonbelievers, too— 
as George Washington wrote to a Jewish 
congregation in Rhode Island—each “shall 
sit in safety under his own vine and fig-tree, 
and there shall be none to make him 
afraid.” 

A renewal of faith and confidence, a re- 
surgent economy, a rebirth of strength and 
purposefulness in our foreign relations—yes, 
we Americans have made a new beginning, 
just as 4 years ago I said that we must. And 
this new beginning is good not only for us, 
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but for our allies. And now, it is to our 
relations with Israel that I would like to 
turn. 

The first step in understanding American- 
Israeli relations is to recognize our common 
values, aspirations, and interests. This has 
fundamental consequences for our diploma- 
cy in an environment of widespread hostili- 
ty to Israel. Nowhere does this hostility 
appear more clearly than in that interna- 
tional institution that should be a citadel of 
goodwill, but that all too often becomes a 
platform for propaganda—the United Na- 
tions. From the 1970’s on, the United Na- 
tions has too often allowed itself to become 
a forum for the defamation of Israel. 

In 1975, for example, the United Nations 
Third Committee proposed an anti-Semitic 
resolution that condemned Israel as racist. 
The American delegate, Leonard Garment, 
objected forceably, arguing that the resolu- 
tion used the word racist not as a term for 
“a very real and concrete set of injustices, 
but merely an epithet to be flung at whoev- 
er happens to be one’s adversary.” Those 
were his words. 

Nevertheless, the resolution passed by 70 
votes to 29, with 27 abstentions. The resolu- 
tion then went to the United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly which ratified it by a vote of 
72 to 35. The words that our Ambassador to 
the United Nations, Daniel Patrick Moyni- 
han, spoke at that moment of shame were 
forthright and courageous. “The United 
States rises to declare before the world that 
it does not acknowledge, it will not abide 
by, and it will never acquiesce in this infa- 
mous act.” 

Well, sadly, in the years thereafter the 
United States did not always give Israel 
such steadfast support. American policy 
toward Israel was often weak and muddled. 
It reached a low point on March 1, 1980. 
That day, the American delegate to the 
United Nation actually voted in favor of a 
resolution that repeatedly condemned 
Israel. Some 48 hours later, President Carter 
disavowed the vote and announced to the 
press that it had all been a mistake—a bad 
mistake. And it certainly had. 

Well, since taking office our administra- 
tion has used every effort to reaffirm before 
the world our unwavering support for the 
State of Israel. And in the United Nations, 
our stand has been made unmistakable by 


our Ambassador and your good friend, 
Jeane Kirkpatrick. Just 3 weeks ago at the 
United Nations Population Conference in 
Mexico City, we joined Israel in opposing 
and voting against a resolution that at- 
tacked the State of Israel. And let me make 
it plain to the friends and enemies of Israel 
alike that what Max Fisher just told you is 
absolutely true and still the policy of this 
Government, and that if ever expelled, yes, 
Max, and all of you, we walk out together 
with Israel. 

In concrete terms, our administration has 
strengthened the American-Israeli alliance 
in three crucial ways. 

First, we have upgraded and formalized 
our strategic cooperation. For the first time 
in history, under our administration, the 
United States and Israel have agreed on a 
formal strategic relationship. The American- 
Israeli Joint Political-Military Group has al- 
ready begun regular meetings. Together, 
we're developing plans for joint efforts to 
counter the Soviet threat to our mutual in- 
terests in the Middle East. 

Recently, we renewed an American-Israe- 
li memorandum of agreement that provides 
for cooperation in military research and de- 
velopment, procurement, and __ logistics. 
Under the terms of the agreement, the 
United States has already purchased Israeli- 
manufactured radios, remotely piloted vehi- 
cles, anti-tank weapons, and components for 
sophisticated aircraft. We, in turn, are 
making available the latest technology for 
the development of the Israeli-designed 
LAVI fighter aircraft and for a new class of 
missile attack boat, the SAAR 5. 

Second, we’ve markedly increased our 
economic assistance to Israel. From 1981 to 
1984, we provided Israel with aid amount- 
ing to nearly $9% billion, more than has 
been provided by any previous administra- 
tion over a comparable time. Just as impor- 
tant, we have restructured the form of our 
assistance. Indeed, in 1985 our entire $2.6 
billion in aid to Israel will take the form not 
of loans, but of grants. 

And third, we have begun formal negotia- 
tions with Israel for a free trade area agree- 
ment. When signed and ratified, this agree- 
ment will allow the duty-free entry of Israe- 
li products into the United States and will 
at the same time completely open the Israe- 
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li market to American goods. Over the past 
5 years, our trade with Israel has been 
growing at an average annual rate of some 
10 percent. This free trade agreement will 
enable that vital economic partnership to 
grow even more quickly in years to come. 

These measures have made our relations 
with Israel closer and our friendship strong- 
er than at any time in the history of our 
two nations. Indeed, Prime Minister Shamir 
recently described American-Israeli_rela- 
tions as having never been better. And that 
warm relationship is crucial as we strive to- 
gether for peace in the Middle East. So, let 
me outline our work in this regard. 

America’s peace efforts still stand on the 
foundation of the Camp David accords. 
Those accords, which established peaceful 
relations between Israel and Egypt, led to 
the return of the Sinai to Egypt by Israel in 
April of 1982, and the United States was 
proud to play a central role in achieving 
this step of the Camp David process. Then 
on September Ist of 1982, I set forth a set 
of fair and balanced positions on the key 
issues—issues which the negotiating parties 
must deal with to achieve a lasting peace. 
The positions I outlined included our firm 
opposition to the formation of any inde- 
pendent Palestinian state. Today, those po- 
sitions remain fully valid, and they repre- 
sent the foundation of our continuing 
labors. 

And let me assure you, we will never 
attempt to impose a solution on Israel, nor 
will we ever weaken in our opposition to 
terrorism by the PLO or by anybody else. 
As I said when I addressed you in 1980, 
terrorists are not guerillas, or commandos, 
or freedom fighters, or anything else. 
They’re terrorists, and should be identified 
as such. We will go on working with all our 
hearts to help the people of the Middle 
East achieve a just and lasting settlement— 
a settlement that agrees, in the words of my 
statement of September 1982, that Israel 
“has a right to exist in peace behind secure 
and defensible borders, and it has a right to 
expect its neighbors to recognize this.” 

When I spoke to you 4 years ago, peace 
was eluding the Middle East. It still does. 
But now we and the State of Israel have far 
greater cause for hope. 

Today, the United States is rebuilding its 
defenses, and that is restoring confidence in 


1238 


our leadership and making the parties more 
willing to take risks for peace. Today, the 
United States has re-energized its vast and 
productive economy, and that will help to 
make Israel more prosperous. And today, 
the United States has stopped wringing its 
hands apologetically and once again begun 
to play its rightful role in the world with 
faith, confidence, and courage. And that 
means Israel can depend on us. 

We who are friends of Israel may differ 
over tactics, but our goal remains always 
unchanged—permanent security for the 
people of that brave State. In this great 
enterprise, the United States and Israel 
stand forever united. And as we approach 
the Jewish holiday of Rosh Hashanah, let us 
pray that the new year will be a Shanah 
Tovah Umetukah—a good and sweet year 
for both America and Israel. 

For make no mistake: In a world where 
so many are hostile to freedom, where mil- 
lions live in poverty and oppression, those 
few nations who share the light of liberty 
must stand together. If we do not, we take 
the awful chance that the darkness will 
overwhelm us one by one. But standing to- 
gether, we can pierce the darkness and 
shed our light over all the Earth. 

Thank you. God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. in 
the Sheraton Ballroom of the Sheraton 
Washington Hotel. 


Merit Pay System 





Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report on Excluded Agencies. September 
6, 1984 





To the Congress of the United States: 

Supervisors and management officials in 
GS-13, 14, and 15 positions throughout the 
Federal Government are covered by the 
Merit Pay System as required by Chapter 
54, Title 5, U.S. Code, unless otherwise ex- 
cluded by law. 

Upon proper application from the heads 
of affected agencies and upon the recom- 
mendation of the Director of the Office of 
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Personnel Management, I have, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 5401(bX2\B), excluded two agen- 
cies from coverage under the Merit Pay 
System. In addition, one agency previously 
excluded because of emergency conditions 
will no longer be excluded. 

Attached is my report describing the 
agencies to be excluded and the reasons 
therefor. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
September 6, 1984. 


Note: The agencies excluded from coverage 
under the Merit Pay System are the Office 
of Administration, Executive Office of the 
President (affects 7 employees), and the 
Office of the Federal Inspector for the 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System 
(affects 9 employees). No longer excluded 
from coverage is the Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration in the Department of Trans- 
portation. 


Budget Deferral 





Message to the Congress. 
September 6, 1984 





To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974, I herewith report one 
revised deferral of budget authority which 
now totals $331,964,058. The deferral af- 
fects the Department of Energy. 

The details of the deferral are contained 
in the attached report. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
September 6, 1984. 


Note: The attachment detailing the deferral 
will be printed in the Federal Register. 


Emergency Board To Investigate a Rail 
Labor Dispute 





Appointment of Three Members of 
Emergency Board No. 204. 
September 6, 1984 





The President today appointed the mem- 
bers of Emergency Board No. 204, created 
by Executive Order No. 12486 of August 
24, 1984, effective August 25, 1984. This 
Emergency Board will investigate a dispute 
between the Port Authority Trans-Hudson 
Corporation and the Brotherhood of Rail- 
road Signalmen representing employees of 
the Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corpora- 
tion. 

Robert E. Peterson, of Briarcliff Manor, NY, will 
serve as Chairman. He is an arbitrator who has 
served as chairman and neutral member of 
over 70 boards of adjustment. He has held vari- 
cus positions in personnel and labor relations 
for the Long Island, New York, and Pennsylva- 
nia railroad systems. He was born December 5, 
1929, in Bronxville, NY. 

Daniel G. Collins, of Amagansett, NY, has been 
a professor of law at the New York University 
School of Law since 1961. He is also an impar- 
tial member of the New York Office of Collec- 
tive Bargaining. He was born March 29, 1930, 
in Brooklyn, NY. 

Herbert L. Marx, Jr., of New York, NY, serves as 
a permanent arbitrator to the United States 
Postal Service and postal unions for the north- 
east region. He is also a member of the Office 
of Collective Bargaining for the city of New 
York. He was born February 1, 1922, in New 
York City. 


Delegation of Authority to the 
Secretary of State 





Memorandum From the President. 
September 6, 1984 





Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Delegation of Authority for 
Report Containing a Determination Con- 
cerning E] Salvador 

By authority vested in me as President by 
the Constitution and statutes of the United 
States of America, including Section 621 of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 
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amended, and Section 301 of Title 3 of the 
United States Code, I hereby delegate to 
you the functions conferred upon me by 
Public Law 98-396 (Second Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 1984) in the “General 
Provisions” of Chapter XII, insofar as they 
relate to El Salvador. 

This memorandum shall be published in 
the Federal Register. 


Ronald Reagan 


Copper Import Relief 





Memorandum From the President. 
September 6, 1984 





Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 

Subject: Copper Import Relief Determina- 
tion 

Pursuant to Section 202(b\1) of the Trade 
Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-618), I have deter- 
mined the action I will take with respect to 
the report of the United States Internation- 
al Trade Commission (USITC), transmitted 
to me on July 16-concerning the results of 
its investigation, on the merits of providing 
import relief to the copper industry. 

In view of all relevant aspects of this case, 
I have determined that granting import 
relief is not consistent with our national 
economic interest. The imposition of import 
restrictions—either in the form of quotas, 
tariffs, or orderly marketing agreements— 
would create a differential between U.S. 
and world copper prices. Consequently, it 
would seriously disadvantage the copper- 
fabricating industry in the United States, 
which employed an estimated 106,000 
workers in 1983, vis-a-vis foreign competi- 
tors. Such a result would, over time, shrink 
domestic demand for copper and add to the 
serioius problems faced by U.S. copper pro- 
ducers. 

Import relief would also adversely affect 
the export earnings of the foreign copper- 
producing countries, many of which are 
heavily indebted and highly dependent on 
copper exports. It would, therefore, compli- 
cate our efforts to maintain the stability of 
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the international financial system and lessen ~ 
the ability of foreign countries to import 
goods from the United States. Finally, there 
are encouraging signs that the economic re- 
covery is beginning to have a favorable 
effect on world copper prices; stocks have 
fallen considerably this year and a signifi- 
cant price increase is expected in the near 
future. The denial of import relief on 
copper should act as a signal and as encour- 
agement to our partners around the world 
to resist protectionist acts and, thus, will 
foster that recovery. 

In order to help ease the difficult prob- 
lems now faced by many workers in the 
U.S. copper industry, I have directed the 
Secretary of Labor to work with State and 
local officials to develop a plan of job re- 
training and relocation assistance for work- 
ers in affected industries. In addition, I 
have directed the Secretary of Commerce 
to actively monitor the domestic copper in- 
dustry including inventories and the levels 
of copper imports. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:45 p.m., September 7, 1984} 


Copper Import Relief 





Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
President of the Senate. 
September 6, 1984 





Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

In accordance with Section 203(b\X2) of 
the Trade Act of 1974, I am writing to 
inform you of my decision today not to 
grant import relief to the copper industry. 

In view of all relevent aspects of this case, 
I have determined that granting import 
relief is not consistent with our national 
economic interest. The imposition of import 
restrictions—either in the form of quotas, 
tariffs, or orderly marketing agreements— 
would create a differential between US. 
and world copper prices. Consequently, it 
would seriously disadvantage the copper- 
fabricating industry in the United States, 
which employed an estimated 106,000 
workers in 1983, vis-a-vis foreign competi- 
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tors. Such a result would, over time, shrink 
domestic demand for copper and add to the 
serious problems faced by U.S. copper pro- 
ducers. 

Import relief would also adversely affect 
the export earnings of the foreign copper- 
producing countries, many of which are 
heavily indebted and highly dependent on 
copper exports. It would, therefore, compli- 
cate our efforts to maintain the stability of 
the international financial system and lessen 
the ability of foreign countries to import 
goods from the United States. Finally, there 
are encouraging signs that the economic re- 
covery is beginning to have a favorable 
effect on world copper prices; stocks have 
fallen considerably this year and a signifi- 
cant price increase is expected in the near 
future. The denial of import relief on 
copper should act as a signal and as encour- 
agement to our partners around the world 
to resist protectionist acts and, thus, will 
foster that recovery. 

In order to help ease the difficult prob- 
lems now faced by many workers in the 
U.S. cooper industry, I have directed the 
Secretary of Labor to work with State and 
local officials to develop a plan of job re- 
training and relocation assistance for work- 
ers in affected industries. In addition, I 
have directed the Secretary of Commerce 
to actively monitor the domestic copper in- 
dustry including inventories and the levels 
of copper imports. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr., Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and to 
George Bush, President of the Senate. 


Department of State 





Nomination of Jon R. Thomas To Be 
Assistant Secretary for International 
Narcotics Matiers. September 7, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Jon R. Thomas to be As- 
sistant Secretary of State for International 


Narcotics Matters. He would succeed Do- 
minick L. DiCarlo. 

Since 1982, Mr. Thomas has been serving 
as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
International Narcotic Matters. Previously, 
he was senior staff member of the Policy 
Planning Staff at the Department of State 
in 1980-1982; president and chief executive 
officer of a mid-south distributor for a five- 
State area for Toro lawn, golf course, and 
irrigation products in 1977-1980; and oper- 
ations officer at the Central Intelligence 
Agency in 1971-1977. He was a member of 
the U.S. Special Forces (Green Berets) in 
1966-1969 and received several decorations 
including the Silver Star, Bronze Star, and 
Purple Heart. 

Mr. Thomas graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Minnesota (B.A., 1970). He is married, 
has two children, and resides in McLean, 
VA. He was born January 7, 1946, in Min- 
neapolis, MN. 


United States Ambassador to Fiji, 
Tonga, Tuvalu, and Kiribati 





Nomination of Carl Edward Dillery. 
September 7, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Carl Edward Dillery, of 
Washington, a Carecr member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
as Ambassador to Fiji, to the Kingdom of 
Tonga, to Tuvalu, and to the Republic of 
Kiribati. He would succeed Fred J. Eckert. 

Mr. Dillery was an insurance examiner at 
the Washington Insurance Examining 
Bureau in Seattle, WA, in 1953-1955. In 
1955 he entered the Foreign Service as 
Foreign Affairs officer in the Bureau of Far 
Eastern Affairs in the Department. He was 
Foreign Affairs officer in Tokyo (1957-1958) 
and in Kobe-Osaka (1958-1961). In 1961- 
1965 he was International Relations officer 
in the Bureau of Scientific and Technologi- 
cal Affairs in the Department. He attended 
the University of California at Berkeley in 
1965-1966. He was Chief of the Economic 
Section in Brussels (1966-1967) and Prov- 
ince Senior Adviser, CORDS, Vietnam 
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(1968-1969). In 1970-1971 he was on detail 
to the Department of Defense in the Office 
of the Chief of Naval Operations, and in 
1971-1972 he was Political officer in the 
Bureau of Political-Military Affairs in the 
Department. He attended the Industrial 
College of Armed Forces in 1972-1973. He 
was Deputy Political Counselor in London 
(1973-1976), and Deputy Chief of Mission 
in Nicosia (1976-1978). In the Department, 
he was Deputy Director (1978-1979), and 
Director (1979-1982) of the Office of South- 
ern European Affairs. Since 1982 he has 
been Director of the Office of United Na- 
tions Political Affairs. 

Mr. Dillery graduated from Seattle Pacific 
College (B.A., 1953) and George Washing- 
ton University (M.S.A., 1973). His foreign 
languages are French and Japanese. He was 
born December 17, 1930, in Seattle, WA. 


Asian Development Bank 





Nomination of Joe O’Neal Rogers To Be U.S. 
Executive Director, With the Rank of 
Ambassador. September 7, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Joe O’Neal Rogers to be 
United States Executive Director of the 
Asian Development Bank with the rank of 
Ambassador. He would succeed John Augus- 
tus Bohn, Jr. 

Since 1981, Mr. Rogers has been execu- 
tive director of the House Republican Con- 
ference. Previously, he was economic coun- 
sel to Senator William L. Armstrong in 
1980-1981; director of the Task Force on 
Economic Policy, House Republican Re- 
search Committee, in 1979-1980; economist 
for the Experimental Technology Incentives 
program at the National Bureau of Stand- 
ards in 1978-1979; assistant professor at 
Wake Forest University in 1977-1978; and 
lecturer at the University of Western Aus- 
tralia in 1974-1976. 

Mr. Rogers graduated from the University 
of Oklahoma (B.A., 1971) and Duke Univer- 
sity (M.A., 1973; Ph.D., 1978). He is mar- 
ried, has three children, and resides in Ar- 
lington, VA. He was born December 4, 
1948, in Oklahoma City, OK. 
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Corporation for Public Broadcasting 





Nomination of Howard D. Gutin To Be a 
Member of the Board of Directors. 
September 7, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Howard D. Gutin to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting for a 
term expiring March 1, 1989. He would 
succeed William Lee Hanley. 

Since 1981, Mr. Gutin has been serving as 
president and general manager of the 
Southwest Texas Public Broadcasting Coun- 
cil, KLRN-TV in San Antonio and KLRU- 
TV in Austin. Previously, he was with 
KLRN-TV as vice president, acting general 
manager, and station manager (1980-1981); 
vice president for production of the South- 
west Texas Public Broadcasting Council 
(1979-1980); lieutenant colonel in the 
United States Army as Director of Media at 
the Academy of Health Sciences, Fort Sam 
Houston, TX (1971-1978); audiovisual con- 
sultant to the Surgeon General, U.S. Army, 
and the Army Medical Department world- 
wide (1971-1979); and administrative assist- 
ant and senior aide to the Surgeon General, 
U.S. Army, in 1969-1971. 

Mr. Gutin graduated from the University 
of Nebraska (B.A.) and the U.S. Army Com- 
mand and General Staff College. He is mar- 
ried, has three children, and resides in San 
Antonio, TX. He was born August 17, 1930, 
in Paterson, NJ. 


Domestic Issues 





Question-and-Answer Session With 
Reporters. September 7, 1984 





Q. Mr. President, come on over. 

Q. What about Mr. Meese? 

Q. Are you going to reappoint Mr. 
Meese? 

Q. Meese. 

Q. Oh, hurrah. 

Q. I win. I win. 

Q. What about Meese? 





Q. Are you going to reappoint Mr. Meese 
if you’re reelected? 

The President. Well, I have not seen the 
report yet, as no one has. But barring any- 
thing unforeseen, and I don’t expect any- 
thing of that kind, I haven’t changed my 
mind about him. 

Q. Sir, Senator Thurmond has said in that 
report that he’s not going to hold hearings 
in this session. That means that you’d have 
to resubmit if you’re reelected. Would you 
do that? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. What do you think about Thurmond 
not holding hearings this fall? 

The President. Well, I can understand the 
crowded agenda that they have with regard 
to the election and the necessity to adjourn 
for campaigning, and so forth. So, no, I 
don’t think there’s anything unusual about 
that at all. 

Q. Do you think that God is a Republi- 
can? Do you think that God is a Republican, 
as Mondale charges? 

Q. Let him answer it. 

The President. No. I have no answer to 
any of those things that what’s-his-name 
said. 

Q. Are religion and politics necessarily 
intertwined, as you said in Dallas? 

The President. In the sense that I said it 
in Dallas, which none of you have correctly 
reported. 

Q. Wait—— 

The President. The correct words to use 
is there is a wall of separation. And some 
anti-religionists are trying to break down 
that wall. And what I was saying was in the 
context of, yes, definitely, there is a connec- 
tion between morality and politics, and 
should be, and too many neglect it. 

Q. Will you meet with Gromyko? 

Q. Sir, what’s Mondale——? 

Q. Will you meet with Gromyko? Are you 
going to try to meet with Gromyko? 

Q. I said that you’d come over, and I win. 


Note: The question-and-answer session 
began at 3:28 p.m. on the South Lawn of 
the White House as the President and Mrs. 
Reagan were departing for a weekend stay 
at Camp David, MD. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





September 1 

The White House announced that the 
President has designated Henry Bowen Fra- 
zier III as Acting Chairman of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority. 


September 2 

While in California at the Irvine Marriott 
Hotel, the President telephoned the Muscu- 
lar Dystrophy Association’s 19th annual 
Labor Day Telethon. 


September 5 

While in Chicago IL, the President tele- 
phoned the winner of the Canadian nation- 
al elections, Progressive Party candidate 
Brian Mulroney, who was at his home in 
Ottawa. In the 5-minute call, the President 
extended his congratulations and best 
wishes to Mr. Mulroney. During his cam- 
paign, Mr. Mulroney called for even closer 
ties to the United States. In today’s call the 
President reciprocated this wish and _ ex- 
pressed his readiness to work closely with 
Mr. Mulroney to the mutual benefit of both 
Canada and the United States. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the 1983 annual report of the Saint 
Lawrence Seaway Development Corpora- 
tion. 


September 6 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—Vice President George Bush, for a 
luncheon meeting; 

—the Cabinet Council on Commerce and 
Trade, for a discussion of the steel and 
copper cases in the International Trade 
Commission. 

The President declared a major disaster 

for the State of New Mexico as a result of 
severe storms and flooding beginning on or 
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about August 8, 1984, which caused exten- 
sive property damage. 

The President declared a major disaster 
for the State of Nevada as a result of severe 


storms and flooding beginning on July 22, - 


1984, which caused extensive property 
damage. 


September 7 

The Presitent met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—Emile Van Lennep, outgoing Secretary 

General of the Organization for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Development. 

The President briefly attended a White 
House briefing held in Room 450 of the Old 
Executive Office Building for members of 
the media who cover space, science, and 
education issues. 

The President met in the Indian Treaty 
Room of the Old Executive Office Building 
with a group of women executives of major 
corporations and financial institutions. 

In the afternoon, the President left the 
White House for a weekend stay at Camp 
David, MD. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted September 5 


Harvey J. Feldman, 

of Florida, a Career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counsel- 
or, to be the Alternate Representative of 
the United States of America for Special 
Political Affairs in the United Nations, with 
the rank of Ambassador. 


William L. Eagleton, Jr., 

of Washington, a Career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 


1244 


Nominations—Continued 
Submitted September 5—Continued 


and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Syrian Arab Republic. 


Melvyn Levitsky, 

of Maryland, a Career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. 


Pauline Crowe Naftzger, 

of California, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Museum Services Board for a term expir- 
ing December 6, 1988, vice Neil Harris, 
term expired. 


Nam Pyo Suh, 

of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Director 
of the National Science Foundation, vice 
Francis Severin Johnson, resigned. 


Rita R. Colwell, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Science Board, National Science Founda- 
tion, for a term expiring May 10, 1990, vice 
Ernestine Friedl, term expired. 


Withdrawn September 6 


Paul M. Bator, 

of Massachusetts, to be United States Cir- 
cuit Judge for the District of Columbia Cir- 
cuit, vice a new position created by P.L. 
98-353, approved July 10, 1984, which was 
sent to the Senate on July 31, 1984. 


Submitted September 6 


H. Ted Milburn, 

of Tennessee, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Sixth Circuit, vice a new posi- 
tion created by P.L. 98-353, approved July 
10, 1984. 


James F. Holderman, Jr., 

of Illinois, to be United States District Judge 
for the Northern District of Illinois, vice a 
new position created by P.L. 98-353, ap- 
proved July 10, 1984. 
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Richard F. Suhrheinrich, 

of Michigan, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan, 
vice Russell James Harvey, retired. 


James H. Jarvis II, 

of Tennessee, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Tennessee, 
vice a new position created by P.L. 98-353, 
approved July 10, 1984. 


Thomas A. Higgins, 

of Tennessee, to be United States District 
Judge for the Middle District of Tennessee, 
vice L. Clure Morton, retired. 


James R. Laffoon, 

of California, to be United States Marshal 
for the Southern District of California for 
the term of 4 years (reappointment). 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released September 3 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a Reagan-Bush rally at Mile 


Square Regional Park in Fountain Valley, 
CA 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a Reagan-Bush rally at De Anza 
Community College in Cupertino, CA 


Released September 4 


Advance text: 
Remarks to the 66th annual convention of 
the American Legion in Salt Lake City, UT 


Released September 5 


Advance text: 


Remarks at the “Choosing a Future” con- 
ference in Chicago, IL 
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Checklist—Continued 
Released September 6 


Advance text: 


Remarks to the international convention of 
B’nai B’rith 


Announcement: 
Nomination of H. Ted Milburn to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit 


Announcement: 

Nomination of James F. Holderman, Jr., to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of Illinois; Richard F. 
Suhrheinrich to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan; 
and James H. Jarvis Ii to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District of 
Tennessee 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Thomas A. Higgins to be 
United States District Judge for the Middle 
District of Tennessee 


Announcement: 

Nomination of James Robert Laffoon to be 
United States Marshal for the Southern Dis- 
trict of California 


Released September 7 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Howell Cobb to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Texas 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Charles R. Norgle, Sr., to be 
United States District Judge for the North- 
ern District of Illinois 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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